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To the Right Honourable 


[D ANIE . 
Earl of eee 


My LoRp, 
SES the Reverend Mr. 


Dean PRIDEAU x has 

publickly acknowledged, 
25 That he owed all his 
8 . in the Church to 


1. 


li '] 
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— 


In his Dedication. 
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N88 
aur Noble Family, and therefore] 
( thought it his Duty to lay the 
WE. Produd of his Studies at your 
| ©* Lordſhip's Het; it is hoped the 

| 1 XxAMINATION & his 
valuable Work (of The Old and 
New Teſtament Connected) by a 
Learned Foreigner, will, for the 
Regard you have ſhewn, to the Au- 
thor Himſelf, be equally acceptable. 

To your Lordſhip therefore this 
Tranſlation is moſt humbly ſub- 


mitted, by $4 Ao Sy. Fer bf 
„ Phiiatethcs 


K ——s vo oor oo. — 
* 


© hed. als Hal — —— Cx 


London, March 3. 
« I721-2, 
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Critical Examinati 
K f 
Dean Prideaux's Connection, Cc. 


on 


in his laſt Bibliotheque *, 


BONSIEUR LA CLexc, 


8 uſt now imported from a- 
broad, after acquainting us 

chat Dean Prodeaux's Con- 
— 70: of the Old and New 
Teſtament is already publiſhed in French 
at Amſterdam, and in Dutch at Leyden; 
thus begins his own Remarks. 


* Bibliotheque e & Moderne, Tom. XV 1. 
pour FAnnee 1727. partie ſeconde, pag. 366. 5 
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Tuts Work (of the Connettion,/6) 


Hiſtory of the Jews and Neighbouring 


follow, this Connection has been much 
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is indeed uſeful to all Degrees and 
Conditions of Men, who would know the 


Nations, from the Declenſion of "the 
Kingdoms of Iſrael and Judah to the 
Time of Chriſt. 5 

Ihe State and Fortune of the Ferps af. 
ter their Return from the Babyloniſh- 
Captivity, down to the Time of the 
Maccabees, is very little known, for want 
of ſuch Antient Hiſtorians as might give 
us a proper Light in this Affair. We ſee 
in this Work, with the greateſt Pleaſure 
imaginable, the Pagan Hiſtory connected] bi! 
with the 7ewiſb, Bom the Reign of 4 I. 
has, the Father of Hezekiah, as far as th 
it was poſſible to be done from the Frag- 
ments of Oriental Hiſtory treating ot 


thoſe Countries. But in the Times which 


more eaſy, as well as certain; as we may 
remark it from the Period of the Reign 


of Cyrus. The Dean has likewiſe very to 


often reconciled the Chroxology of Pagan M 
Authors, with that of the Scripture, e) 
which ſerves as a Confirmation of theſÞri 
Truth of the Sacred Hiſtory. We mayſſſicf 
find herein beſides, the Propheticł- Chro- N. 
ology, if T may fo expreſs my ſelf; rhatlc 
is to fay, nor only the Time at which 

| 1 | every 


every Prophet from the Reign of Aha 
King of Judab ſo propheſied, but like- 
wiſe that of the Accompliſument of their 
Prophecies concerning the 7ews and 
- Neighbouring Nations. In putting to- 
-gether theſe Prophecies, as well as in his 
Relation of the Sacred and Profane Hi. 
ſtory, Dr. Prideaux explains many Pafſ- 
af. ſages which deſerve our utmoſt Atten- 
ſb- tion. He has likewiſe taken occaſion to 
he throw in many important Digreſſions up- 
nt on Tranſactions which have regard to the 
we Holy Scripture, or to the Antiquities of 
ſee the Hebrews. 

rel The celebrated Dr. James Uber, Arch- 
ted biſhop of Armagh in the Kingdom of 
A Ireland, was the firſt Guide we had in 
as theſe late dark Ages, by ranging the Hi- 
- ſtory of the Kingdoms of Syria, Apyria, 
Media, Babylon, and Perſia ; and con- 
netting them to the Hiſtory of the He- 
brews. Our Author indeed acknowledges, 
that he is much beholden tothis great Man, 

tho he has ſometimes taken the liberty 

to depart from his Sentiments. Sir John 

Marſham (in his Canon Chronicus - 

7yptiacus, &c.) has alſo very much con- 
tributed to our underſtanding the Order 
df theſe Hiſtories, and has with great 
are and Fidelity amaſſed together and 
leared up all their Fragments. But the 
Dean has reduced all this to a Method fo 


elegant 3 7 


Tun * 0 , — 
LEY © *. xr : 


oo OT 


Ko uae : 


E 
1 
z 
1 
| 
F 


r oo” EETITETRI—o—E 


2 —— 


» Sv Ka. hal 47 # 


FF — 
— — — ST . — — 
— — 22 - 
— * 
2 * 
£4 ms — rie. 


tant, who wrote Accounts of that City Near 
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elegant and unperplexed, that it renders 
the Peruſal of his Work agreeable to 
every Reader. He could not better have 
employed his Time, in a venerable old I uf 
Age, and under the “ calamitous AMic- ¶ ti 
4 tion of a Diſtemper, which drove him 
out of the Pulpit, and wholly diſabled 
bim from the Duty of his Profeſſion, 
as he obſerves in his Preface; wherein 
many curious Particulars in Chronology, 
and the Computation of the Nei Year 
and Cozrs, are judiciouſly inferted, . -- 
I I ſhall now proceed to make ſome Ob- 
ſervations in the Courſe of this Work. 
Upon the Lear 574, before the Birth of 
Chriſt, the Dean recounts the Accom- 
pliſhment of the Zudgments which befell 
Pharaob Hophra, King, of t *, (or 
Apries, as. he is called by Herodotus) 
« And which God had denounced by the 
Mouth of bis Prophets, (Ezekiel xxix. 
x7, Oc.) This is immediately followed 
by the Hiſtory of the Siege of old Tyre 
by Nebuchadnezzar, who after Thirteen 
Mears made himſelf Maſter of it. Several 
Remarks will be here found upon this 
City, and the Chronology of its Kings 
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reconciled to That of the Holy Scripture. Help 


Were all' the antient Hiftorians now: ex- U. 


Once 


V See Coxvzcriox, Part J. 8v0 Edit. p. 9, Book L. — 
„ r 5 * Se 


| 47}. 
and of Babylon, we ſhould doubtleſs find 
a great many Paſſages which would cleat 
up others in Scripture, not to be under. 
| ſtood at this Day; becauſe the few Frag- 
nent we have remaining of thoſe Hifto- 
| | rians, are not ſufficient for this purpoſe, 
' | Thele Fragments have been formerly 
collected and publiſhed by Jaſeph Scali. 
„ ger, with his own Notes, at the end of 

7 levees Work, De Emendatione Tem. 

| EU porum; but have fince his Time, by 
- | Archbiſhop Lſber and Sir John Marſhans, 

g. | been better illuſtrated. 7 Cie 
of | Under the Year 570, we are entertained 
n- | with a Deſcription of Babylon, of the 


Temple of Be/us, and of the other fa- | 


or | mous Works undertaken and compleated 
9 by Nebuchadnezzar, who firſt adorned 
be that City ©, wwirh a Magni ficence and 
x. ! Expence wherein be exceeded wwhat- 
ed , foever had been done by any. King 
we BE before him. The Hiſtory of this 
en Prince is a great Help towards the under- 
ral Uftanding of the Prophets; but that of 
his RCyrus, which follows it, under the Year 
ngs 59 before Zeſus Chrift, is ſtill a greater 

| e 7 1 | 1 | „„ 


ex- | Under the Year $36 and the following 
ity ears, there are abundance of Remarks 
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and See Couxxcriox, p.93. Book I. 
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the Babyloniſh Captivity, and upon their || * 
Re- eſtabliſhment at Feruſalem ; upon the 4 
Second Temple and all its Parts, and its 


Mag ni ficence beyond the former*; upon 
the Sarftuary, and every thing that was 
therein. Thoſe who have © proſecuted 
Studies of this kind, perhaps may not 
find here a great deal to improve their 
Knowledge; but as there are but few 
Readers of that ſort, the Generality will 
be very well pleaſed to find herein, what 
they knew but imperfe&ly before, ex- 
plained at large with the utmoſt ExaQ- 
neſs and _— and even the off 
knowing will find ſomething to incite 
them to conſider theſe Matters with more 
Care, becauſe our Author never fails of 
ſaying ſomewhat ſingular upon every 
thing he advances. © + Rar {till What 
„% was the main Glory of the Firſt Tem. 
© ple, thoſe extraordinary Marks of the 
„Divine Favour, with which it was ho- 
% noured, were wholly wanting in the 
« Second. The Jets reckon them up in 
c theſe five Particulars: I. The Ark of 
„the Covenant, and the Mercy-Seat, 
& which was upon it. IL The Shecinah, 
« or Divine Preſence. III. The Urin 
„ and Thummin (which were the Orna 
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t Ibid. p. 145, Book UL, "Yeats 
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4 ments "of che High-Prieſt, when he 


«conſulted the Oracle of God. IV. The 


% Holy Fire which deſcended from Hea- 
«yen upon the Altar, at the time of 
« Solomon's, Dedication of the Temple, 
4 and which they ever after preſerved, 
«as the Rabbint believe, without ſuffer- 
«© ing it to be extinguiſhed, till the time, 


Galant And, V. The Hirit of 
J ͤwv• 
- | The % is deſcribed by the Dean in a 
. (ery. copious manner; and he obſeryes, 
A mong other Circumſtances, that the 
e Ptaves upon which it was borne, on the 
e Whoulders gf the Levites, * were overlaid 
of rich Gold, and“ put thorough Golden 
ry | Kings made for them, not on the Sides 
at of the , as all hitherto have aſſert- 
1. ed, but on the two Ends of it: A plain 
he | Argument of which is, that the e 


40. Prieſt, hen he appeared before the 
che Ark, on the great Day of Expiation, is 


ſaid to have gone up to it berrweer' the 
Stader Dr. Prideaux lays nothing 
| the Form of the, Cherubim; they 
ere, as it appears from Ezekzel, (Chap. 


rin * n 
rna-Neads, one whereof repreſented a Man, 
e ſecond a Lion, the third an Ox, and 
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that. the Temple Was burnt by the 


6. X. 15, 20.) Animals with Four 


See Coxxxc Trion, pag. 150. Book III. 3 Be 
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the fourth an Zagh, with Fect.. corre 


ſpond ing to each teſpective Species. See 
what I have ſaid upon this Subject in 
my Commentary upon the Pentareuch, 
Exod. xxv. 18. 

It muſt be confeſſed, , "cording to the 
Dean's Opinion, that the a · new 
make an Ark for the ſerous Te as, + 
but it had therein, neither the 
of the Decalggue, nor the Rad of Aaron, 
nor the Pot Gf Manna, nor the Hesi 
nah, or Symhal of the Preſence: of God 
in the Cloud, nor was any Oracle pro- 
nounced. from thence. But after the 
8 of Eſdras from the Baby 9 
1 he made a Colle ion of 

Books, with the Grand Synagogue, 
or Aſſembly of the Heads among the 
5 and repoſited them in the Ark 

his is no where ſaid, in the, Old Teſta 
ment; and it is very certain, that in the 
Time of Pompey, or of Veſpaſian, there 
was none of theſe in the moſt Hoy o 
Holjes, (See Corn. Tacitus, Bock V 
Chap. 9. and Buxtorf's Treatiſe: on 
.Ark, Chap +21 ). \ 

“ The Spec nah did firſt appear whe! 
«& Moſes. conſecrated, the Tabernacl 
& and was afterwards on the Conſecra 
. ung of the Temple by Salomon, tranſ 
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t See ConnugTzon, PageIGo.. wel. 
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nue {/ays the Dean) in the fame viſi- 
% ble manner, till that Temple was de- 
« ſtroyed, but after that it never ap- 
& peared more This is barely bur a 
Conjecture, for it is no where ſaid in 
wk Scripture, that this Cloud continued in 
uche fame viſible manner from the Dedi- 
es | cation by Solomon to the Deſtruction of 
the Temple: Nor is it fo much as faid, 
chat it appeared upon the Ark when 
o they carried it in their Armies. A Cir- 
cumſtance like which, in my Opinion, 
ought never to have been omitted, if 
true. 15 a | 

In treating upon the Urim and hum 
mim, the Dean, after rejecting the Opi- 
nions of Dr. encer, and ſome others, 
believes that we muſt certainly under- 
ſtand by it + © only the Divine Virtue 
and Power, given to the Breaſi-Plate 
4 in its Conſecration, of obtaining an 
„ Oraculous Anſwer from God, whenever 
« Counſel was asked of him by the 
17 High-Prieft with it on, in ſuch 
& manner as his Word did direct; and 
4“ that the Names of Drim and Thum- 
4 „11m were given hereto, only to de- 
© note the Clearneſs and Perfection which 
4 theſe Oracular Anſwers always carried 
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ſes deſcribes What is thus called, as 
ſomething which they put upon the 


Anſwers ; The Queſtion is only, Whether 


it: I mean, whether it was Lept iꝶ til 


we. Aly 2 n 


4 with them. o For Urin Ggnifieth Dight, 
c and Thummim Perfettion.”.. But Mo-. 


Breaft-Plate, and which deſcended oppo- 
ſite to the Heart of the Perſon who wore it. 
Which is, in my Opinion, a Proof that 
he meant only ſome external Ornaments 
ſuch as perhaps might be a Collar com- 
poſed of Carbuncles and Pearls as the 
Hebrew Words ſeem to ſignify. (See 
Exodus XXvill. 30.) The Dean has like- 
wiſe maintained, and with a great deal 
of Reaſon, in my Judgment, chat the 
Oracles pronounced by the means of 
the LDrim and Thummim were Focal 


it Was God himſelf that made the Sounds 
of theſe Anſwers, or whether he anſwer- 
ed by the Mouth of his High Prieſt, as 
appears to me more probable. (See 
What is {aid on Numbers xxvii. 21.) The 
Scripture ſpeaks in ſo few Words, of 
Thin s of this ſort, that it is not eaſy: 
to reſolve in ſure and concluſive, Terms, 
the Queſtions Which may be ſtarted upon 
r 

Ot this Nature is the Queſtion. offpnl. 
Which our Author ſpeaks in relation tofþor 
the Celeſtial Fire, which fell upon ;theſhas 
Altar of Solomon, when he Dedicated 
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either for or againſt this, in the Scrip. 
tures: and I ſhould be apt to believe, 
that, under the IJaolatrous Kings, this 
Fire might very well have been extiz- 
guiſhed. 


e 
- 
p 
> | Prophecy, which, according to the Rab- 
nis, was wanting to the Second Temple, 
e the Dean has reaſon not to take this in 
= | all-ats rigour; ſince the Rabbius very 
al well knew that Haggai, Zachariah and 
e Malachi propheſied under the Second 
of Temple. It muſt indeed be confeſſed, 
al that within that Period, they had not 
er ſo many Prophets as under the Hrſt 
r 

er- According to our Author, © Beſides 
as © theſe Five Things, there was wanting 
Sec BF alſo a Sixth, that is, the Holy Anoint- 


The ing Oil, which was made by Moſes 


; 5 for the Anointing and Conſeerating of 
a1) 
ms, 
pon 


the Sacred Vaſſels made uſe of in the 
Houſe of God.“ But here we have 
- Fain the Rabbirs play'd upon us, who 
a . offÞpnly fay this, without any Proof to ſup- 
n toſport what they aſſert. The Dean indeed 
theſpbas reaſon- to ſap; that the Second Tem- 


2 Till K See CONNECTION, Pag. 159. ut ſupra. 
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We have nothing Formal or Deciſive , 
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Under his Article of the Spirit of 


the King, the High Prigſt, and all 
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1 » f 
ple, if we may reckon that of Hud to 
be ſo, had ſomething - whereby all theſe 
Wants and Defetts were abundantly 
repaired; that is, in the coming of the 
Meſſiah, who frequently honoured. it 
with bis Preſence, (Malachi iii. 1. 


Hoggat 7, 9: &. 4% wed 

Under the Lear $22, before Xeſs 
Chriſt, Dr. Prideaux ſpeaks fully of the 
Magians and Sabians, the two principal 
Sects of the Eaſtern Idolaters. The 
*. Magians were the Worſhippers of 
Fire, and the Sabians of Images 1 
To ſhow the Original of Idolatry, he be 
gins with defcribing the Religion 0 
Noah, which, according to his Senti- 
ments, conſiſted in - the Worſhippinę 
of one God, the Supreme Coverneut 
* and Creator of all Things, with hope: 
“ in his Mercy through a Mediator: 
As to the firſt Article, concerning 2 God 
tbe Governour and Creator of all Things, 
I have. nothing to object; but I cat 
ſcarce believe that Noah, or any of hi 
Age, had any Idea of a Mediator. It i 
not» ſufficient to ſhew, that this was 
Reaſonable Opinion, as the Dean at 
tempts to do, but he ought to have pre 
ved directly, that the People of that Ag 
aldually held ſuch a Dotirine. Ever 
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thing chat is Reaſonable does not come 
within-the Conception of all the World, 
on then all. the World had been Chriftss 
ans before the coming of Jeſus Chrift. 
We do not find that che ancient Ferps 
had any Idea like this, at leaſt not any ſo 
clear as it is at this Day with . As 
Great and Suprome as the Being of 
God is, and as lo- and. bumble as is 
That of May; as we prove in all kinds 
bis Geodrreſs, and that we are his Cya. 
tures ; this was ſufficient Ground for us 
"ſto Addreſs directly and immediately to 
Jaa, in hopes of obtaining whatever we 
ſtoed in need of. 80 that it is not ap- 
parent to 1, how the Poſterity of 
Noah imagined, they had a Neceſſfity of 
chuſing Mediators, by the means of 
Y whom: they mi ex Supreme 
- God; much leis reaſon: have we eto be- 
Flieve © their Notion of the Sw, Moor, 
“ and: Stars, being the Tabernacles or 
* Ha . N of _ Mediators bw We 
Yought to have Paſſages: very expreſs to 
the Purpoſe, to ſuppoſe clinch firſt Ido- 
laters reaſoned in this manner, 
Ia my Opinion; it is more -probable 
that Men began to fall into Idolatry in the 
Adoration of the Angels that appeared to 
the Patriarchs in Human Shapes, that by 
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degrees 


EY 10 * 
degrees they equalized them to the Su 
preme God, and at length gave them a 
place among the Stars. To theſe they 
afterwards added Human Souls, whom 
they likewiſe exalted to the Stars, as is 
plain from the Inſtance of Jie, whom 
the Ægyptians after his Death made a 
Star, Which they called Sothis, that is, 
the Dog · Star. (See the Philological 
'Trdex of the learned Mr. Stanley, in his 
Account of the Eaſtern Phil, oper, 
wy = Aftra, Idololatria, and. 
eie. F r e [ 
The Dean is ikewiſe of Opinion, that! 
they at firſt worſhipped their Mediators, 
&' per. Sacelle f, that is, by their Taber- 
4 nacles, by which they meant the Orbs 
„ themſelves. A Point which demanded 
ſome formal Paſſage for its Confirmation. 
He adds to a hte as theſe Orbs were 
often under the Horizon, and thence 
e they were at a loſs: how to Addreſs 
them in their abſence; to remedy this, 
„they had recourſe to the Invention of Na 
« Images.“ But of this likewiſe, he' kn. 
gives no manner of Proof. If I may be of 
rmit ted to gueſs, it would be better to 
ay, that theſe Images owed their Origi- 
nal to the Human Form, under which 
the Angels appeared, and under which 
— — 0 ö 


I See Page ult. & ſeq; 178. 
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the Idolaters. worſhipped Men, whom af- 
ter their Death, they raiſed to the Rank 
and Dignity of Gods. 1115 | 
This Religion, according to the Dean, 
„ firſt began among the Chaldeans, 
* which their Knowledge in 4/fronomy 
„ helped to lead them to. From the 
*. Chaldeans, ſays our Author farther, it 
** ſpread itſelf over all the Eaſt, where 
& the Profeſſors of it had the Name of 
* Sabians (or Tſabiens.) From them it 
* paſled into Ægypt, and from thence to 
„the Greciazs, who propagated it to all 
„ the Weſtern Nations of the World +. 
Notwithſtanding this, it might very well 
be, thar-Idolatry ſhould be diſperſed over 
Greece by the Inhabitants of Aſia Minor, 
Who in the moſt antient Ages ſeem to 
have peopled the Iſles of the Archipelago, 
and the Oriental Coaſts of Greece; for 
the firſt Colonies do not ſeem to me to 
s have becn planted from any great diſtance. 
is, Beſides, the AÆAgyptiaus were Enemies to 
Navigation, an 
known to the Greeks, who knew nothing 
Jof Them neither, till they began them- 
ſelves to traffick. 8 | 
s And therefore Thoſe, cuntinues the 
Dean, who millike the Notion advanced 
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ce by Maimonides, (Moreh Nebochim) that 

„ many of the 7euiſb Laws were made in « 
c oppoſition to the Idolatrous Rites of the Y « 
« Sabians, are much miſtaken, when they « 

« object againſt ir, That the Sabiaus were « 

£c 

cc 

cc 

(c 


« an inconſiderable Set, and therefore 
4 not likely to have been ſo far regarded 
« in that Matter, They are now indeed, 
« ſince the Growth of Chriſtianity. and 
40 An in the World, reduced to 
an inconſiderable Sect; but antiently x, 
4 they were all the Nations of the World B 
4 that worſhipped God by Images. And 
« that Maimonides underſtood the Name 
« in this Latitude, is plain from hence 
c“ that he tells us, the Sabianus, whom he 
cc ſpoke of, were a Sect, whoſe Heref 
« had overſpread. almoſt all Mankinc 
„% The Remainder of this Sect ſtill ſul 
« ſiſts in the Eaſt under the ſame Name 
& of Sabians, which they pretend to have 
e received from Fabius (or rather T ſabi 
“% Son of Seth.“ 
.. « « Directly oppoſite to theſe were th 
„ Magians, another Sect, who had thei 
« Original in the ſame Eaſtern Countrie 
& For they abominating all Images, wor 
64 ſhipped God only by Fire. They bega 
4 firlt in Perſia, and there, and in D241 
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14 were the only Places where this Sect 


vas propagated, and there they remain 
„ even to this day. Their chief Doctrine 
as, that there were two Principles, 
One which was the Cauſe of all Good, 
CY © and the Other the Cauſe of all Evil; 
: 4 that is to ſay, God and the Devil. That 


the former is repreſented by Light, and 
% © :he other by Darkneſs, as their trueſt 
Ss © Symbols.” ey 
he Reader may conſult what the 
Learned Mr. Stanley has faid in the Firſt 
Book of his Lives of the Eaſtern Philo- 
ow” The Dean diſcourſes likewiſe 
of the Religion of the antient Magians, 
and of Zoroaſtres, under the 486th Year 
before the Birth of Chriſt, You will here 
meet with whatever the Eaſtern. People 
hold, whoſe Tenets are confounded with 
an Infinity of Fables, as well as thoſe 
which have proceeded from the Greeks. 
Their Doctrises are a ſurprizing Collec- 


may be eaſily obſerved from the Article 
vhich Monſieur Bayle has given us, in 
his Did ionary, upon this Head; where 

it is very hard to extract and diſengage 


with the Lyes of the Grecian and Orien- 
tal Syſtems. They, who have a Deſire 
to know what the Perſan and Arabick 
Authors hold, need only conſult the 
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tion of Contradictions and Chimera's, as 


thoſe few Truths, which are ſo blended - 
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Learned Mr. Nido, Of the Religion of the 
antient Perſians f. . 4 


Under the Year 458 before the Birth 
of Chriſt, our Author ſpeaks of Ezra, 
and under the Year 446, of what he did 
towards collecting together, and ſetting: 
forth, a correct Edition of the Holy Scrip- 
o F 
The Dean obſerves with a great deal 
of Reaſon, that “ This Ezra was not 
the immediate Son, but of the Deſcen- 
« dants of Seraiah the High Prieſt, who 
« was flain by Nebuchadnezzar, when 
« he burnt the Temple and City of Feru- 
« ſalem; for then he muſt have been, at 
« leaſt, 132 Years old, when he returned 
« to Feruſalem which is by no means 
& credible. And yet we find him alive 
« in the Time of Nehemiah, fifteen Years 
“ after, when according ro this Account 
“he muſt have been 147 Years old, tho? 
“ he was then of that Vigour, as to bear 
the Fatigue of reading the Law for a 
« whole Forenoon together to all the 
„People of the Fezos : which is a thing 
< wholly unlikely in thoſe Days es. 
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As our Author is of opinion, that + be 
Beginning of the 0 Weeks of Daniel ig 
to -be fixed down to this Tear, which 
was the Seventh Near of the Reign of 
Artaxerxes Longimanus; he thereunder 
treats amply of this Affair, and lays it 
down for certain, that the going forth of 
the Commandment to reftore and build 
Jeruſalem, was the ' Commiſſion granted 
fo Ezra by Artaxerxes, to bring back the 
2 who were willing to accompany him. 


I if we take this Explication for granted, a2 
it has a great deal of Probability on its 

. fide, the Dean is of opinion, That the lb 

Seventh 7ear of Artaxerxes Longimanus, vi 
being corncident with the Tear of the off 
Julian Period 4256, if wwe reckon from . 
hence ſeven Weeks and ſixty tuo Weeks, 4 
S Yor 483 7ears, (and if we then add one) 1 
t his ill lend us down to the de N i 

y. Wir: which the Miniſtry of the Goſpel frft vl 

r iegan . We have no more to do, but 

a Ito throw our Eyes on the Tables of the 19 

e Wizch Book, De Dottrind Te orumi. 1 

g Ihe Manner in which the Dean has ex- x 


. 


la ined this Prophecy, is indeed as proba- 
le as any other; but Thoſe, who main- 
Main that Chriſt ſuffered in the 29th Year 
ann 
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does, (of whom mention is made in the 
15th Tome of the Bibliot heque Choi ſio) 
will inſiſt that their Opinion is every 
whit as probable as his. This whole Ar- 
ticle of Dr. Prideaux is well worthy of 
the general Peruſal. | 
The ſame Regard is to be had to what 
be has advanced, upon that Occaſion, 
concerning the Age of Nehemiah and: 
 Sanballat; but which I know not how to 
ſum up, ſo as to make it intelligible, with- | 
out a greater Compaſs than can be here 
allowed. Let every one therefore refer 
to the Original. He maintains, that a{/ 
that is contained in the 12th Chapter of 
Nehemiah, from the Beginning of it ty 
#be. 27th Verſe of the 2 Was never 
Written by Nehemiah; as many other 
Learned Men have likewiſe conjectured. 
He there in effe& ſpeaks of the High 
Prieſt Jaddua, as to his having lived 
down to the Time of Darius the Per 
fan, the laſt of that Name, and who wa 
conquered by Alexander. It is an In 
“ terpolation, ſays the Dean, there 10 
cc ſerted long after his Death by thoſe, wh 
« received this Book into the Canon 0d 
« Scripture. - For as Ezra, as far as hi 
4“ went in that Collection, which hy 
4 made of the Holy Scriptures, inſertec 
Lin ſeveral Places ſuch Interpolations, a 
* he thought neceſſary for the clearc 
5 n 
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| © underſtanding of them; fo th 

7 « laboured after him in the perfecting of 

„ the ſaid Collection, did the ſame in 

4 © the Books, which they afterwards ad- 
s ded to it, till they had compleated the 

+} © whole, about the Time of Simon the 


D, Bl 4% 
d | y 
0 4 ſettling the Canon of the Scriptures of 


h. „the Old Teftament, and this Book be- 
re © ing the laſt that was received into it, 


er © as being the laſt that was written, it 
all © 1s juſtly reckoned to have been in his 
off © Time, that it was firſt thus received 
of into the Number of the Sacred Books, 
4 and then this Interpolation was added 
« by him, and thoſe who were aſſiſting 


4 this is an Interpolation, the Interru 
„ tion, which is made thereby in 


© the Book, doth ſufficiently ſhow ; and 
“ moſt Learned Men, that have confider'd 


« it is ſo*.” Others, as well as Petavins, 
have been of the ſame mind, and thoſe 
who will take the pains to read this 
fraſſage with Attention, will, I believe, 
come into this Opinion. We ought from 


* ids : — — 


* ComnucTion, p. 301. Book V. 


; who 


© Zuſt. For he being the laſt of thoſe, 
* whoſe Labours were employed in the 


« to him in this Work. And that 
« Senſe and Cunnection of that part of 


„ this Matter, are now convinced that 


hence to conclude," that it is to very little 
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this, have no force againſt poſitive Facts; 


Ar e e e to combat the Opinion 


Bemniab in the twentieth Year of his 


wa fa; 1 


——— II 


( 24 
purpoſe tpoſe that thoſe zealous people, but 
People of a very um enlightened Zeal, 
have been offended that —— ſhould con- 
ur in Opinion, that the like Interpola-  ;; 
tions have been made in the Pentateucbh. 


The Reaſons of every thing agreeing well 
togetlier, which is made an Object ion to 


* ee 


and we are not to look for in Scripture 
what we. wifhh to find there, but to be- 
ere what ewe. fir 

Dri: Prideaux has 7 aan, 


of thoſe, 'who do not believe that the 
HArtuxerxes, who in the ſeventh Veat of 
His Reign granted Ezra the Commiſſion, 
from the Date whereof dur Author begins 
to number the ſeventy Nees, could be 
-Artaxetxos Long imanus f. The ſame 
Prince ted a new Commiſſion to Ne- 


Reign: for the Scripture, Which makes 
:Nebemiah and Ezra Contemporaries, 
Will not admit any Doubts upon this 
Head: But ſay ſome, the Age of Neb: 
ib, and —4 of Fauballat, will no 
Auffer chat this ſhouid be the Artaxerxe 
who-was ſirna med Longimamus; for Net 
tSemiah, Chap. xit. 22. ſpeaking of the 
Reign of Darius Codomanur, King. 0 


|= — | 


be Connxerzon, 


Joby l Book Ve. 243 


ba 


Pee, und of ths tlie whebbin Faddua 
; was High Prieſt, as of Things ' pat, 


| muſt confequently have ſurvived Both the 
one and the other. However, from the 


4 | twentieth Year of Aux vel, down to 


that Time, he muſt have been 123 Years 
old; to which, if you add the 30 Years 


| | which Nehemiah muſt have We to be 


Governour of Juden, then he muſt have 
been 153 Years old, or little leſs, if he 
was made Governour ounger. But we 
do not find Inſtances of Perſons of that 
Age being choſen into Employments of 
ſaech Importance. For Sarhal 1, he too 
muſt have been yet Older, as is made 
very plain. 'The Dean refutes thoſe who 
would have it, that it was Darins No- 
this of whom. mention. is made, NeÞem. 
xii. 22. or who would haye it, that there 
were two $2batlats*. But Va Senti- 
ments are not given into, only to ———— 
Foſephus agree "with the Holy Scriptu 
or rather the Holy Ser pere with 7085 | 
bus ; for Wirbel that Hiſtorian, chere 
ad been no Suſpicion of this kind. For 
we ſhould never have had but one 75 
ballat any more than we ſhould 
had but one Nehemiab, who Both lived 
under the' Reign of Mrtaxerxes Lon 
gimanar. But for fear of Nippiog nth 
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an Error in his oppoſing Foſephus, he 
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Was obliged to find a Sanballat under 
the Reign of Alexander the Great, be- 
cauſe he had placed him in that Period, 
for want of underſtanding Hiſtory and 
Chronology, It is this that has drawn a 
Cenſure an that Author, from the Dean, 
If the Objection is in itſelf ſtrong, it i 
likewiſe no leſs juſtly founded. © Wedif: 
& cover in his Works, ſays the Dean, 
& that they have in them many great 
“ and manifeſt Miſtakes, and no part o 
“them more than the Eleventh Book o 
% Antiquitics, in which is written what 
« gives the Ground for this Objection 
“ For therein he frequently varies. from 
“ Scripture, Hiſtory, and Common Senſe 
4 which manifeſtly proves it to have be 

te the leaſt conſider d, and the worſt di 
4 geſted, of all that he hath, written, 
&.'Therein he makes Cambyſes,. who Wa: 
« the tirſt that reigned after Cyrus, 

* have. been the Perſian King, that by 
* his Decrees forbad the going on wit 
„the Rebuilding the Temple; whereas 
« the, Scripture , plainly tells us it was 
Artaxerxes, Who is there named in 
* the third place after Cyrus. 


That made Foſephys commit this 
Error, is, that he hath paſs'd. ever 


— — 


** x r — 
A A | 0 8 —_—_— 2 ww — ue Up — 4 
” . 
; | See Coxxxcriox, Pag. 302: Book V. 
. 4. Ye . 22 A - Www ' „ AM 
— 
* g6, * i i 
" IF +. Oa 


} 
= 
bd 


Abaſur 


| | | 27 ; 

Ahaſuerns, who is named, Eſdras 
iv. 6. as the firſt King to whom the 
Enemies of the Jett wrote againſt 
them, and who might well have been 
Cambyſes the Son of Cyrus. But there 
is not one Word ſaid that he laid any 
Prohibition upon the Ferws againſt Re- 
building. This is attributed only to 
Artaxerxes, who is named in the fol- 
lowing Verſe, and diſtinguiſhed from him 
in the preceding one. It ſeems probable 
that this was Magus Smerdis; © He 
&« inſerts into this Book, continues the 
Dean, out of the Apocryphal Z/dras, 
& the fabulous and abſurd Story of the 
three Chamberlains contending before 
„Darius Hyſtaſpis about what was 
„ Strongeſt +; and making Zerubbabel 
© to be one of them, and to obtain the 
Victory in this Conteſt, he introdu- 
* ceth Darius giving him, for the Re- 
„ward of this Victory, a. Decree for 
* another Return of the Captive Mraclitec, 

1 to Juden, which is neither ſpoken of 
in Scripture, nor conſiſting with it; 

* and placeth at the Head of thoſe who 
he faith then returned, Zerubbabel the 
* Governour, and Jeſbus the High 
* Prieſt : whereas it is certain, from 
« Ezra, Haggai, and Zechariah, that 
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„they wers then both at Jeruſalem- 
And there, on the Exhortations of the two 
Prophets laſt mentioned, ſetting forward 
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having read the Scriptures ſo negligent- 


K U os ·˙ — 


me, to Foſephus (Book XI. Chap. iii. and 


* the Rebuilding of the Temple 
All this is clear and evident. And we 
know not how to excuſe Foſephus or 


ly, or for not having followed them 
in ſpite of all his Proteſtations to the 
contrary; tho he had no other Mo- 
numents or Authorities in which he 
could confide. - © And then he goes on, 
<. (ays: the Dean, out of the ſame Ro- 
© mance, to relate, as conſequential to 
„this ſecond Return (which is wholly 
5 fickitious) all that which the Scriptures 
©. tel us was done after the firſt; and 
in ſome Particulars very much exceeds 
© the Fictions of the Romancer himſelf.” 
For he makes thoſe who came from 
© Babylor to Judas in this fictitious 
< Return, to be Four Millions Eight 
* Thouſand Six Hundred eighty four 
Men; a monſtrous Number? Tf 
The Dean attributes, as it appears to 


x. according to the Diſtinction of Dr. 
Hudſon t Edition, printed at Oxford)? 
the Faults which are made by his Tran- 
ſeribers. Theſe are his Words: T2 4% 


See CONNECTION, Page ut, Book V. * Ibid. 
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I u une g Bain, wed THeaxomau di xo 
, bien glam? i. e. The Number of thoſs 

1] zwho returned from twelve Nears of Ape 

aud upwards," ef the Tribes of Judah 

and Benjamin, wore four hundred ſixty. 

8 Eu ere and eight Thouſand. In 

che firſt Edition by Froben, the Number 

Jof Myriads, or Tens of Thouſands, is 

{ | expreſſed by the Letters g! which make 
1462 in our 5 that is to ſay, that 

they amounted to Four Millions Six hun- 
dred and Twenty eight thouſand Perſons? 

In'the Oxford Edition betorementioned, 

& theſe Numbers are expreſſed in Words at 

length, and there you have 30a inſtead 

of zal, for heide is Of the Feminine 

Gender. But this does nothing to the 

„ P urpoſe 5 £ ſhould rather 1eve that 
"2 Zoſephus had wrote wed; i, Nd, fg 
eaanben, 8“ for this Reaſon, that the Greek 

Interpreters of E/Zras have preciſely ſet 

chis very Number. I don't know why 
che Dean puts at the end 684 Men, of 

which 1 do not find a Syllable in the 

Greek Text. I ſhould-imagine that the 

Numbers which were placed between 

ends and Eg, are now wrote wrong. 

and that the Tranſcribers either changed 

chem, or ſet them down according to their * 

Jon Fancy. It is very well known; thar 

Jan infinity of Faults has been committed 

r "i | Wan 
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in ancient Books in point of Numbers; 
and we likewiſe find in the Words of our 
Author, that one Miſtake is crept in, in | 
ſetting down the Number of Zoſephus, Þ 
ſince inſtead of Six hundred twenty eigbt 
thouſand, he has it Eight thouſand fix | : 
hundred and eighty four; an Error which - 
cannot be attributed to the Dear, but to 
his Tranſcriber. I therefore do not ſay 
this as a Reproach in any kind, but 
only give this Obſervation a place here, 
as an Inſtance of the Faults which Tran- II 
ſcribers frequently commit. 1 | 
What makes me gueſs that the Copiers 
of Joſephus are the real Authors of the 
Numbers in. this Paſſage, is, that the 
Error is too enormous for ſuch a Man as 
Foſephus to fall into. And the Dean 
confirms this Conjecture of mine, where 
he adds, that Joſephus makes © the Wo- 
« men and Children that belonged to 
ce them to be no niore than Forty thouſamd 
« ſever hundred and forty two ; a Diſ. 
“ proportion which is utterly incredible, 
« eſpecially among thoſe who had Plu. 
« rality of Wives.” f For this Reaſon it 
is in no kind credible, that Joſephus 
ſhould make the Number of thoſe that 
returned above Four Millions and {ix WM 
hundred thouſand Perſons. 1 
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The Dean adds, that Foſephns “ makes 
. . NEG ſucceeded ke M 5 
faſpis (Jewiſh Anti q. Book XI. Ch. v. 
4 = 3 been that 2 of the 
# Holy Scriptures, who ſent Ezra and 
* Nehemiah to Feruſalem ; whereas the 
32d Year of that Artaxerxes is men- 
+ tioned in Scripture, and it is certain the 
© Reign of Xerxes did not exceed Ons 
and twenty *, re | ih 
Dr. Prideaux has doubtleſs all the 
Argument of his Side, and Foſephus 
cannot be excuſed for miſtaking Xerxes 


in Z2ra, Chap, viii. ver. 1. and in Ne- 
nemiah, Chap. xiii. ver. 6. The Dean 
tkewiſe very well proves, in the Sequel 
f his Diſcourſe, that there was but one 
fanballat, who was a Contemporary of 


foſephus brings down to the Time of 
Alexander the Great, was one purely of 
his own Invention. He makes Sauballat 
to live a great deal longer than he really 
lid, and it is this which has impoſed 


„ ©. # 6 _ bo Store art. 
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hat there were two; ſince they could 


mong thoſe with Nehemiab, could be 


* 


bid. 


or Artaxerxes, who is expreſly named 


Nebemiab; and that the other whom 


upon the Learned, and made them believe 


not imagine that he, who had been freed 
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of Alexander. 


6 a Error, ſays Dr. Pfideuuæ, I take it, 
4 was the common Notion that hath long, 


à the Darius whom Alexander conquer: 


Greek Iuterpreter of the Book of fiber 


CP; * 
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* 
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one knows that they have committed 


the Sixth Chapter of his Eleventh :Book 
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the ſame with him that lived in the time 


— 


@ That which led Foſephas. into this 


c obtained among his Country men, that 
«& ed was the Son of Abaſuerus by 
@ Eftber.4” Now this being ſuppoſed, t. 
he ought to have made him the Succeſſor 

to Artaxerxes, who, according to. Juſe- 


. is the ſame with Abaſuerus, as the 


was of Opinion before him; not Darin 
Mr bur who ſucceeded him, but Darius 
Codomanns, who was conquered by Mex 
ander. 8 As the Sr read n f of: 
the'Greek Books from which they might 
have learned the Succeſſion of the Perſe 
Kings, it was very eaſy: for them to 
commit ſo grand a Miſtake, and every 


others as groſs in their Thalmud. For 
the Confirmation of what I have been 
ay ing, that Joſephus believed Abaſul 


rus to be Artaxerxes, we need only real 


But "Yoſephus had expreſiy ſaid it, as 1 
believe, from the beginning of his Chapter 
and every one might read it there, 1 you 


= 
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l 
ef take away the Miltake made by the 
Tranſcribers. Theſe are the Words with 
is which he begins, Teaeu]hour[os * Z ge, l g- 
Dy a>dar it vi'y K des, , Aba ipEn F Mie Ke, 
ec wieCire.. i. e. But upon the Demiſe 
ay of Xerxes, Hie Kingdom deſcended to his 
Son Cyrus, whom the Greebs call Arta- 
J Xerxes. "Inſtead of Neger, Cyr US, WE ought 
to read Arp, Aſuerus. It is a won- 
oth der to me, that thoſe who have publiſhed 
ſe. Foſephus, were not at all 'aware of this. 
be Some Pagan Tranſcriber, who knew that 
er there were two Cyras's, Kings of Perſia, 
wry but who did not know that one Arta. 


ing Tranſcribers kept it ſo in their Copies, 
without any * Enquiry into the Matter. 
We may fee moreover by the fifth Chap- 


Nehemiah. tell us were tranſacted under 
Artaxerxes, as if they had happened un- 
der Xerxes; One may fee, I . 00 


ſay, he could eaſily cure other Faults in 
Foſephus, beſides thoſe which he has re- 
marked. After this we ought not to be 
ſurprized, that a Man, who fo hardily de- 
parts from the Scriptures, in a Hiſtory 
which he borrows only from them, ſhould 

TITS 495 ſpeak 


4 


xerxes was likewiſe called Aſuerus, gave 
him the Name of Cyrus; and the ſucceed- 


ter, where Zoſephus relates a great many 
things. Obel Ne Books of Ezra and 


thence, that Dr. Prideaux had reaſon to 


< ww 


ſpeak ill upon a Point, which he could 
only learn from the Creek. 

His Hiſtory makes it appear, as the 
Dean ſays, with much Reaſon, that he 
believed that a Son of Ahaſuerus, or of 
Artaxerxes Longimanus, was the la 
King of the Perſiaus. * For having 
therein given us an Account of all the 
« Kings of Perſia, from Cyrus to Arta- 
e xerxes Longi manus, in that exact Series 
of Succeſſion, in which they reign'd 
one after the other, he leaps all at once 
„ down to Darius Codomanus, the laſt 


„of theſe Kings, without ſaying a inge 


% Word of thoſe that fall in betwixt the 
„ two. Which is a plain Argument that 
. © he took that laſt Darius to have been 
« the Darius that ſucceeded the Arta- 


„ xerxes, who has been before mention'd.” 


For had not this been the Caſe, he had 
certainly ſaid ſomething of the State, in 
which the Zerws found themſelves, under 
the ſucceeding. Kings, to the Time of 


Darius Codomanus. This may make us 
entertain ſome Doubts of what he ſays? 
concerning the Manner in which Alexar-! 


der treated the Jeu, and of that Reſpect 
with which this Prince ſaluted Zaddua 
the High-Prieſt. Nor does he deſerve! 


that we ſhould credit him, as to what he 


* ConnecTion, Book V. p. 305 © c | 
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ſays to the Advantage of his own Nation 
in that Regard; becauſe he makes To 
Scruple even of Untruths in their fa- 


In this ſame Book our Author begins to 
recount what Ezra did in favour of the 
ewiſh Nation, and explains it at full 


length. The two chief things which 


« he had ro do, were. to reſtore the Ob- 


4 ſervance of the Jetviſb Law, 8 
to the antient approved Uſages, whic 


« had been in practice before the Capti- 
« vity under the Directions of the Pro- 
© phets; and to collect together, and ſet 
& forth a correct Edition of the Hol 
« Scriptures : in the Performance of Bot 
«* which, the eros tell us, he had the 
“ Aſſiſtance ot what they call the Great 
“ Synagogne, which they tell us, was a 
« Convention conſiſting of one hundred 


and twenty Men, who lived all at the 


* ſamertime under the Preſidency of Eæra, 


© and were aſſiſting to him in Both theſe 


% two' Works: and among theſe they 


« name Daniel, and his three Friends, 


« Shadrach, Meſacb, and Abednego, as the 
< firſt of them, and Simon the Fuft as 


e the laſt of them.“ They pretend that 


they were all Contemporar ies. * Tho' 
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« of Daniel in the Holy Scriptures, to 
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& from the laſt Mention which we have 


6 

t 

ce the Time of Simon the Fuft,, there had "© © 1 
te paſſed no leſs than two hundred and uf} © ( 
« fifty Years. But all this they reconcile “ 
& by that abſurd and wretched Account, 
« which they give of the Hiſtory of thoſe } © | 
« Times. For they tell us, that the whole! 
« Perſian Empire laſted only fifty two 4 
« Years, and that the Darius whom we 
„ call Darius Hiſtaſpis, (or rather No- Þ © « 
«thus, as we hate above taken notice) || © 
„ was the Darius whom Alexander con- no 


* 57475 ; and that Simon the Fauſt was Je 
the ſame with 7addua the High-Prieft, 
„ who received Alexander at Jeruſa- E 
« fem.“ And according to this Account, va 
Daniel and Faddua might have been be 
Contemporaries. But as the Chronology, ca 
and Computation, is falſe, we can have no Fs 
Aſiſtance from it herein. In order to 
find ſome Truth in what the Fews ſay, 1D 
our Author will have it, © f That theſe pa 
„one hundred and twenty Men were N 
“ fuch Principal Elders, as lived in a con- d- 
« tinned Succeſſion from the firſt Return 
of the eus after the Babhyloniſo Cap- | | 
< tivity, to the Death of Simon the Fuſt; | 
« and Jaboured in their ſeveral Times, 
“ ſome after others, in the carrying on 


— 
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* CoxxkRcTION, Book V. p. zal, &c. a — . a F 


of the two great Works abovemen- 
7 tioned; till Both were fully compleated 
jn the Time of the ſaid Simon rhe Fee 
„ (who was made High-Prieſt of the 
„Fetus in the 25th Year after the Death 
„of Alexander the Great) and Ezra 
had the Aſſiſtance of ſuch of them as 
* lived in his Time. But the whole 
Conduct of the Work, and the Glory 
* of 3 it, is by the Jeu 
4 chiefly attributed to him, in teſtimon 
* of their ſingular Reſpect.“ But it is 
not very ſafe to put any Confidence in the 
Fewiſh Hiſtories, and this whole Relation 
may probably. be a Fable, almoſt even to 
Ezra's labouring to eſtabliſh the Obſer- 
vation of the Law among the ers, as 
he himſelf witneſſes in his Book. There 
can be no Certainty in the retouching a 
Fable to reduce it to an Hiſtory. 

The Dean next proceeds to give us a 
Definition of the Reſpect which the Jeu: 
paid to the Oral Law, and which is like- 
wiſe but a meer Fable without any Foun- 
dation: He afterwards ſays ſomething 
Jof the Manner in which the 7 halmud 
was compiled; but I ſhall make no Stop 

upon this Head, ſince this was not put in 
execution till ſeveral Ages afterwards. 
The great Buſineſs of Ezra in this 
Matter, was to get together as many 
*© Copies of the Sacred Writings as he 
W De es, 
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cc rect Edition *.“ This is according to the 
Account of the 7e, and the Chriſtian 


ſo that we can in no kind rely upon it. 

The Dean afterwards has a great num. 
ber of Remarks upon all the Books of 
which the Holy Scriptures did then con- 


ſiſt, the diſpoſing them in their proper 


Order, and the ſettling the Canon of 
. in Ezra's Time; upon ſuch 
arts of the Scripture as they read then in 


their Synagogues, and upon the Chapters! 


and Verſes reſpeRively : but the Diviſion 


of theſe two laſt cannot be thrown back 
to any great diſtance of Time, as our 


Author makes it evident f. 


« The third thing, as Dr. Prideaux} 
„ inform us, which Ezra did about the 


« Holy Scriptures in his Edition of them, 
« was, he added in ſeveral Places through. 
“out the Books of this Edition, What 
appeared neceſſary for the illuſtrat ing 
“connect ing, or compleating of them; 
« wherein, ſays the Dean, he was aſſiſt . 
„ ed by the fame Spirit by which "they 
« were at firſt wrote: of this ſort wel 
© may. reckon the laſt Chapter of Dewi 


he CONNECTION, P-331. Book V. & ſeq. Ibid. 
"hs " Teronoi, 


< could, and out of them all ſet forth a cor. 1 


Doctors have gone much farther; but all 
this is neither founded upon Scripture, nor 
any other Author that deſerves our Credit: 


e“ teronomy, which giving an Account of 
n © the Death and Burial of Moſes, and of the 
114 © Succeſſion of Jeſbua after him, it could 
or | © not be Written by Moſes himſelf, who 
c: J © undoubtedly was the Pen-Man of all 
„the reſt of that Book. It ſeems moſt 
n. © probable, that it was added by Ezra 


off “at this Time“.“ But could it not as 


probably be 


r +" 

or I may reaſonably make the ſame Que- 
14 ftioa upon thoſe other Additions, of which 
in the Dean has likewiſe amaſſed a conlider- 
* able Number. I think that in a Matter 


7 what leſs poſitive and dogmatical : when 
ve lay down a Syſtem which is not foun- 
ded upon any certain Authority, or con- 
cluſive Reaſons, we ought to ſpeak with 
ſome Doubt and Shew of Uncertainty. 
Otherwiſe we run the hazard of deceiving 
ourſelves, and the more Conſequences we 
pretend: to draw, the more we run the 


” Riſque of putting off Romance for real 
nl Hiſtory. e 2 

7 There is a great deal more reaſon to 
al affir m, as Dr. Prideaux maintains in his 
wel ſubſequent Pages, That Ezra wrote 
u- * out the whole in the Chaldee Charac- 


ter. For That having now grown 
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added by any other Pro- 


of this nature, he ſhould have been ſome- 
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. IA "5: -. . 
wholly into Uſe among the People af- 
ter the Babyloniſb Captivity, he chan- 
ged the old Hebrew Character for it, 
which hath ſince that Time been re- 
tained only by the Samaritans, among 
whom it is preſerved even to this day. 
For the Chaldee-CharaQer'is' one - 
of the beautifulleſt, and the Samaritan | 
the uncoutheft, and the moſt uncapa- 
ble of Calligraphy. of all that haye: - 
been uſed among the different Nations 
of the World. But the Opinion of moſt 
learned Men, and upon good Grounds, 
is on the other (ide; for there are ma- 
ny old 7etoiſb Shekels (till in being, 
and others of the ſame ſort are fre- 

yently dug up in 7udæa, with In-. 
ſeriptions on them in Samaritan Let- 
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Another Point that has been greatly 
queſtioned, is, * Whether Ezra on this 
« Review did add the Vowel Points 
« which are in the Hebrezw Bibles; or 
+ whether this be a more recent Inven- 
« tion.” It is a Controverſy which has 
been diſputed with a great deal of 
Warmth between . Lodovicus Capellus, 
Profeſſor of Hebrew in the Univerſity of 
Saumur, and Buxtorf (the Son) of Baſel. 
The former has maintained in his Arca- 
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um Punittationis, printed at Leyden in 
1624, that theſe Points were invented by 
the Maſoritet after the compiling of the 
Talnud and the Other, in 1645, at- 
tempted to confute him, in a Book in- 
_ titled, De Punttorim, Potalium, &. Ac- 
centuum, in Libris Veteris Teftamenti, 
Origins. Capellus replied to him in ano- 
ther Treatiſe, which he called Arca 
Punttationtls Vindicie ; which did not 
' appear'till a long while after the Deceaſe 
| WM of Both of them, in the Year 1689, in 
the Collection of Capellus his Criticu Sa- 
cra, printed at uſterdam. To which 
Books it is neceſſary Recourſe ſhould be 
bad, in order to form a juſt Judgment up- 
8 


4 


on this important Queſtion. Dr. Pri- 

deaux, however, does not fail to give us 
an Idea elegant and copious enough for 
; I tbe general underſtanding of the Matter 
in this Debate. He begins with the Ar- 
guments produced by Capellus, and then 
- ſubjoins thoſe of Buxzorf : After which, 
4 i he couches his own. Seritiments of the 


Matter under the Six following Diviſions: 
18 r un lowing . 
of I (Pag.'352- Book V.) 1 * b 
4, I. © That the Vowel Points having ne- 


of ver been received by the Fetus into 

. „ their Synagogues, this ſeems to be a 

n- * certain RBvidence that they were never 
anciently looked on by them as an 

* Authentick part of the Holy Scripture 

* of the Old Teſtament ; fince they, to 


«of .. 


3 


(032 ere 

4 to this Day, make ule of Copies that 
© have no Points at alk ttt 
II. “ That it is moſt likely that theſe 

c Vowel. Points were the Invention f 
. © the Nazarites, a little after the Time 
of Ezra; for that when the Hebrew 
“Language ceaſed to. be the Mother - 
“ Tongue of the Ferns, as it is agreed 
on all Hands that it did after the Baby- 
« lonifſh Captivity, it was ſearce poſſible 
“to teach that Language without theſe | 
% Vowel Points.“ Upon this Head the 
Dean takes ſome ſcope, to ſhew, that 
tho, a LANSUASe already perfectly known 
might be read without theſe Vowels, as 
the Arabians read theirs, yet it was not 
poſßble that the Jui People, who had 
forgot their old Aebrezw in the Chalder, 
could read their Hebrew Books. But, 
in the firſt place, the Jews had not en- 
tirely loſt the Uſe of their Language in 
the Chaldee ; tho it muſt doubtleſs be 
granted, that they had confiderably cor- | 
rupted it, by their Intercourſe with Ba- 
bylon, and otherwiſe, This is evident 
by the Books of Ezra and Nebemiab,! 
Which are, for the greatgit_ part in He-. 
brew, as well as by thoſe of Haggai, 
Zechariah and Malachi, who would, 
never have taken care to propheſy in 1 
Tongue that was unknown. Secomd!y 


r 
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hy The Uſe of the Hebrew might very rea- 
he ſonably be preſerved among the Jews, 
becauſe they did not mingle much with 
other Nations, but kept chiefly one 
among another. Thirdly, The Affinity 
between the Hebrew and the Chaldee 
likewiſe preſerved the Knowledge of the 
Language: It was not therefore ſo dif- 
ficult, as we may believe, to read the 
Hebrew without Points. Fourthly, Nor 
is there any Neceſſity to ſuppoſe, that 
the common Jews could with eaſe come 
* at the reading of the Sacred Books in the 
n Hebreth ; it was ſufficient for them that 
* they heard them read and explained in 
* 5 Chaldez in their Synagogues, and that 
ad they ſhould put an implicit Faith in their 
Docors, who, from the Time of Eæra, 
and during the ſucceeding Ages, inftrutt- 
ed their Diſciples; o#24 ovce, to read the 
Hebrew. We know very well, that the 
Jews, for ſome Ages before Jeſus Chriſt, 
adhered more to Oral Tradition than the 
Scriptures themſelves. Fifrbly, If they 
made any Faults in the Ma of their 
reading, they put themſelves in no great 
Pain about the Matter; as we ſee the 
Greek Interpreters, whom we call the 
Septuagint, have made a conſiderable 
Number of Miſtakes, which they would 
calily have avoided, if they had a 
Copy with Points. But notwithſtanding 
e G 2 | this, 


this, they þ have pa fled for Inſpired Mi- 
ters among the Hellenift Fetus, ſuch as 


Philo was; and Joſephus himſelf, who 


was a Hebraift, if I may ſo expreſs my 
ſelf, gives them his Teſtimony of being 
very exact, a 7 


III. Theſe Vowel Points were for - 


%% many Ages only of private Uſe amon 
« the A ie, whereby they preſerv 
to themſelves the true Readings of the 
« Holy Scriptures, and taught them to 
their Scholars; but they were not re- 
« ceived into the Divinity-Schools till 
after the making of the Talmud.” 
Firft,If any one ſays this was'otherwiſe, 


either among the Jews or Chriſtians, 


we might regard it as. a Fact which 
Tradition had preſerved; but as it is 
but a Conjecture to ſolve a Difficulty of 
Capellus, that if they had Points from 


the Time of Z/dras, they had not been 


unknown either to the ancient Greet 
Interpreters, or to St. Ferom, or to the 
 Talmiudiſts; we ſhould find it a great 


Difficulty to paſs this upon our Author. 


Secondiy, Some will indeed ſay, that a 
Conjecture is no Fact, and that we 


ſhould be very cautious how we uſe ſuch 


2 in the writing of Hiſtory, 
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ar fear it ſhould deſcend into a Ro- 
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mance, by joining too many of theſe 
Gueſſes e AUT ai Conſe- 
ences from them. | | 
IV. © + All thoſe Criticiſms in the 
« Maforah, that are upon the Points, 
« were made by ſuch Maſorites as lived 
« after the Points were received into the 
« Divinity-Schools of the Jer. For 
« this Profeſſion of Men continued from 
« the Time of Ezra, and the Men of 
« the Great Synagogue, to that of Ben 
“ Aſher and Ben Nephthali, who were 
« two famous Maſorizes, that lived about 
« the Year of our Lord 1030, and were 
« the laſt of them. For they having, 
“ after many Years Labour ſpent herein, 
« each of them publiſh'd a Copy of the 
« whole Hebrew Text, as correct as they 
« could make it, the Eaſtern Jeu have 
« followed that of Ben Nephthah, and 
* the Weſtern Fezws have followed that 
« of Ben Aſher ; and all that hath been 
« done ever ſince, is exactly to copy after 
„them, both as to the Points and 
« Accents, as well as to the Letters, with- 
out making any more Corrections or 
« Maſoritical Criticiſms or Obſervations 
4 upon either, Theſe Maſoriter, who 
4 were the Authors of the Maſorab that 
is now extant, were a monſtrous tri- 
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ce fling ſort of Men, whoſe Criticiſms 
« and Obſervations went no higher than 
« the Numbring of the Verſes, Words 
c and Letters of every Book in the M. 
« ret Bible, and the marking out which. 
& was the middle Verſe; Word and Letter 
« of them; and the making of other ſuch 
« poor and low Obſervations concerning 
« them, as are not worth any Man's 
4 reading, or taking notice o.? 
But it was not ſo, that thoſe who had 
that Name given them among the Chri- 
ſtians, according to the Cuſtom of the 
Greek and Latin Antiquity, acquired to 
themſelves their Reputation, If they had 
not done ſomething more for the Preſer- 
vation of the New Teſtament, they had 
made but very little progreſs in the Fame 
of future Ages. It is very probable, that 
theſe two Rabbins, if ap ſuch Men as 
they ever lived, did conſult at leaſt a 
few ancient Manuſcripts, by the aſſiſt- 
ance of which, each compleated his Edi- 
tion. But it muſt be owned, that there 
is a great deal of Irregularity in the man - 
ner of writing the Conſonants, and in 
the Vowels, which they have written 
under them; and which makes it evident 
that they who publiſh'd theſe Editions, 
did nothing more than Conſecrate the 
Faults of their Copies. If we had the 
Excmplars extant, which were A in 
. | e the 


"O47 ) 


che Time of Orizer, 1 doubt not but 


che Matter in Diſpute would appear to us 
in a quite different Light x 
V. 4 * Theſe Vowel Points having been 
«© added to the Text with the beſt Care 


4 of thoſe who beft underſtood the Lan- 


“ guage, and having undergone the Re- 
view and Corrections of many Apes, it 
4 may be reckoned that this Work hath 
«been done in the perfecteſt manner that 
«it can be done by Man's Art; and that 
«© none who ſhall undertake a new Punc- 
“ tuation of the whole, can do it better: 
„ However, (continues the Deum) ſince 
it was done only by Man's Art, it is 
„ n authentick part of the Holy Scrip- - 
«tures, and therefore theſe Points are 
«not ſo unalterably fixed to the Text, 
% hut that a Change may be made in 
«© them, when the Nature of the Context, 
or the Analogy of Grammar, or the 
Stile of the Language, or any thing 
D elſe, ſhall give a ſufficient Reaſon for 
Font ot Bogan ers 

Whatever might farther be urged con- 
cerning the Learning, and great Care of 
theſe Maſorites, there might ſtill be 
Faults in theſe Conſonants which have 
been cauſed by the Diſtance of Time, 
and the Miſtakes of Tranſcribers, as it 


— — 


see Cow fc Tieu, Pag 360. Book v. 
; happens 


9 


happens in all other Books, but purtieu - 


V 
larly in the New. Teſtament, as is evi- 7 
dent from the Variety of different Read- 00 
ings. We are to preſume, that tlie Di- J 4: 


vine Providence, in a peculiar manner, tb 
watched over the Oli Teſtament, left } 4 
Time, or. Tranſcribers, ſhould give riſe #2 
to any Miſtakes which might be liable th 
to introduce any thing oppoſite to the 
Law of Moſes.: But this Divine Vigilance 
did not extend fo far as to regard Gram- 
matical Niceties, or any thing elſe which 
had not immediate Reference to that 
Law. We may ſay the ſame as to the 
New Teftament, the Preſervation where- 
of might, to uſe. that Expreſſion, intereſt 
the Divine Providence; but it did not 
prevent the creeping in of various Read-: 
ings, as we plainly find, but none of 
which introduces any new Doctrine, or 
is oppoſite to any yet laid down. If we 
had but as great a Number of Hebrew: 
Copies that were as ancient, in propor- 
tion from the Times wherein the Origi- 
nals were, written, we {ſhould not pro- 
bably find fewer Readings, as we muſt 
acknowledge from that Variety which we 
may draw from the Tranſlation of the, 
ae and which, as Capellus has MW" 
demonſtrated, are very numerous. If 
Manuſcripts of the Old 


we had _ 
Teftament of 2000. Years date or upwards, 
Mes a Apts j We 


\ * 


pony | 
4 we ſhould ſoon perceive that the ancient 
- | 7ewifſh Copiers did not leſs diſagree with 
„ | one. another, than Thoſe of the Greeks 
do, who have copied the Nerv. But as 
the Edition of the New Teſtament by 
Alcala de Henares, has almoſt entirely 
e fixed the Text of the Apoſtles Writings ; 
e che Edirions of the Maſorites, for about 
e 1000 Years paſt, have regulated thoſe 
© Jof the Prophets, as they ſtand at this 
D 
n VI. „It doth not from hence follow, 
at (iy what we have ſaid concerning the 
« Maſorites, the Troertors of Pointing 
© in the Hebrew Text) that the Sacre 
Text will therefore be left to an arbi- 
* trary and | uncertain Reading. For 
* the genuine. Reading is as certain in 
the unpointed Hebrew Books, as the 
« genuine Senſe is in the pointed; the 
former indeed may ſometimes be miſta- 
ken or perverted, and ſo may the lat-_ 
ter: and therefore Whether the Books 
be pointed or unpoinated, this doth not 
alter the Caſe to one who thoroughly 
knows the Language, and will honeſtly 
read the ſame,” © | by”, 00e" 
I ſhall-proceed no farther in the Exa- 
ination of this Work at preſent, but” 


* 


n * 
t des Page 366 
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ſhall. reſume it in the enſuing un 
of my Saller beg, beinen regular 1 
from that part of th TE, ere 
now leave off, ang maki Wing iy \ ſuitable ; 


Obſervations, as I 


Paſlages I have ready examined, 


think I may not here ir oro 5 
nh ſome 9. age which, 1 have 
made upon NE. Fart. Part of the. HE 
Verſion of this ork abovementioned, 
made by My. Dri berg. AARP. Was 
tranſmitted to me ince the Be inni: 
theſe Remarks went to the Pre An 


On. the 


His Verſion is vally faithful and ele. 
gant, York a 5 low thay underſtand 
the, Dutch Toag ue. But he has not 
cantented. Himſelf with the. Labour of 
Tranſlating; only, tho that of, itſelf was a 
Task of Difliculty.; but he has likewiſe 
taken the Pains to W into, all the Paß 
ſages quoted by Dr. Prideaux, in their 
Or nals, and every where to make the 

moſt. accurate References t to them... He 

— 5 moreover, given, Quotations, from 
many Modern. Authorg either in con- 
firmation, or for the clearing up of 
what the Dean advances. He ſometimes 
alſo ſubjoins his on Sentiments_upon 


> „„ 


the Subjefts handled, and, does not al- 
ways confine himſelk t to ſubſcribe to the 
V 811 nee -G rn $08 + r Opinion 


„ r YU I Sea BE, DFT IFY 


—_— — — — = — 
PI 


a —— — — —— 4 * - 7 = & - — : 
54 ———— —_—  —— a 2 — 
892 > 


44 


— 
7 
* 

* 


& 6-199, 
Opinion of his Author whom he tranſlates. 
But whenever he differs from the Dean 
in Sentiment, he does it with the utmoſt 
4: Modeſty; and confeſſes all the Eſteem 
| imaginable for him; It is a Liberty al- 
Ways allowed to the Tranſlators, or In- 
terpreters of Authors, to make their 
| Remarks in this manner, provided they 
diſtinguiſh their Obſervations from the 
Text, as Mr. Driebergh has every 
vhere done, by putting his Additions 
between two diſtinct Cyochers for that 
rpoſe,” ine e 
Monſieur Vitringa, the Elder, who 
ö a n Take in theſe Parts 
of Learning, and whoſe Impartiality 
is univerſally confeſſed; having obtained 
a Sight of part of this Work before it 
was publiſned, without the Author's 
Knowledge; was pleas'd to return it to 
the Bookſeller. with an Approbation not 
only much in Honour of the Dean's 
Performance, but of the Tranſlator's like- 
wife, and of his Remarks, Which Ap- 
probation Monſieur Vitringa gave to be 
prefix'd to the Book.  - © 
To give the Readers ſome Idea of 
Mr: Driebergb's Notes, it will be pro- 
per to produce ſome few of them in this 
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_  » Under the Vear 1522, before the Birth 
of Chriſt,, Dr. Prideaux having related 
to us how the Seven great Princes of Per- 
ſia had defeated the Magian Smerdis 
and his Faction, he ſays, “ That it was 
“from this Time, that they firſt had the 
Name of Magians, which ſignify ing 
the cropt-ear'd, it was then given un- 
„ton them by way of Nick. Name and 
Contempt, becauſe of this Impoſtor 
„ho was thus crop? *.? He quotes up- 
on this Head the Authority of an Arabick 
Lexicon, intitled, Alcamus or. Camus, 
Which fays, © That Mzze-Guſh ſignified 
ia che Language of that Country then 
in uſe, one who had his Ears cropt; 
and that all the Sect of the Magians 
were ſo called from a Ring- Leader of 
that Sect, who was thus cropt t.“ Un- 
der this Article likewiſe the Dean collects 
what Herodotus, Fuſtin, and other Au- 
thors write of this Smerdis, plainly ſhew- 
ing that he was the Man 
Mr. Driebergh ſays hereto, and with 
a great deal of Reaſon, in my opinion, 
That rhe Original, of this Name of the 
 Perſean Sages is in no kind probable. 
This Sect, who, were then in great Re- 
putation and Eſteem at the Per ſian 
Court, after that Accident befell Smerdis, 
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7! * Cod xEcTiex, Book III. p. 176. f Ibid. f 
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of having his Fars cur off, ceaſed to ta 


upon themſelves a Name that carried 
 Reproach along with it. He thinks it 
much more likely and reaſonable, that 
They, who introduced that Science or 
Religion, which was called the Magia, 
or Magick, in Perſia, obtained their Aj 

pellat ion from the Name of that Country, 
from which they originally deſcended : in 
like manner as the Sages of the Babyloni- 
ans bore the Stile of Chaldeans, as coming 
from the Region called CHaldæa. There 


was, to ſay the truth, a People in Med7a, 


whom they called Magz, as he proves 


from Herodotus and Strabo, as correted 
by Caſaublon. We may likewiſe give 
Ety mologies of the Word Magus, drawn 


from the Oriental Languages, much more 


happy and probable than That produced 


from Alcamus. The Arabians, or mo- 
dern Perſiaus, are too little skilPd in the 


antient Jongues of their own Countries, 
for us to lay any Streſs, or ground any 


Argument upon their Suppoſitions. 


Mr. Driebergh likewiſe proves, in re- 
lation to the Word Sabians, which Dr. 
Prideaux makes a general Name, 0 fig- 
nity all fuch as worſhipped Images, that 
this Title.is of no greater Antiquity, than 
the Alcoran and ſuch other Arabick Wri- 
ters, as wrote within a ſhort Time afrer 


Mahomet, It is no where to be found 


either 


\ 
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either in Greek or Latin Authors, which 


54 


gives us great room to believe that this 
— to diſtinguiſh any certain parti- 
cular, Set,” is not of that antient Dare, 
which the Dod or would have us think it 


is. This is a Point, which very well de- 


ſerves to be thoroughly examined. I 


bave ſaid a Word or two, in the Philold- 
gical Index by the Learned Mr. Sranley, 
upon the Name of the Sabears, that it 


Jhould rather be written Tſabiens, not 


to Confound it with the Name of thoſe 


People fo called in Arabia Felix. ©» 
. Under the Year 486, Mr: Driebergh 
proves, from the very direct Paſſages in 
Strabo, that the Magi had conſiderable 
Societies and Temples in Pontus and Cap- 
-padocia. Mr. Stanley has touch'd this 
Matter but very ſhort and ſlightly, to- 
wards the Concla ſion of his ſecond Book 
of the Lives of the Oriental Philoſophers. 
But Dr. Prideaux is wholly. filent upon 
— G m 5 77557 E072 
Under the Year 332, where the Dean 
has ſpoken (of the profound Awe, and 
religious Veneration, with which 4 
lexander the Great ſaluted Faddua, 
the Jewiſb High- Prieſt“ (according to 
the Account given by Joſephus, Book XI. 


Chap. 8.) Mr. Driebergh obſerves, that 


our | Hiſtorian “ introduces Parmento, 
„ while all ſtood amazed at this Beha- 
115 viour 


& yiour of the King, which was ſo much 
« confrary- to their Expectations, asking 
” | © Alexander: the Reaſon of it, and: j,j 
i came to paſs that He, whom all. a- 
red, ſbonid pay ſuch. Adoration to the 
. | Jewiſh: High. riet, But Alexander = 
I Jas. yet had nor ordered himſelf to be Wor- 
4 ſhipped, as Mr. 289 very well ob- 
ſerves. But to this Obſefvation it may 
be objected, That tho the Greeks did not 
yet in Truth pay him any Rites of Ado- 
ration, nor he at that time had exacted 
any e row Fas might 
nevertheleſs. worſhip him, and he not 
hinder them from ſo doing: and that it 
is of theſe. Nations whom Zoſephus is to 
be underſtood to ſpeak. Notwithſtand- 
ing, that Hiſtorian has retailed ſuch a 
Number of idle Fables, and downright 
Untruths, in the Courſe of his Book, that 
he is in no kind worthy to be credited; 
and in nothing leſs than in this one Paſ- 
ſage, where he makes it his Buſineſs to 
an Nraiſe the Fetus above the Samarirans. It 
alis in this very Chapter, that he makes 
wy” Sanballat- to be living in the Reign of 
1 Alexander. ; becauſe he found it more to 
G 4 his Purpoſe to have the Fees preferred to 
5 the Samaritans, by Alexander, who ſub · 
dued the Empire. of the Per ſiaus, than- 
by Artaxerxes. Longimauus, a King of 
that Nation, Juſaplbu . 
WN © WO wRRny" 6 


8 7 
of that Reputation for the Verity of his 
Hiſtory, chat in favour to his Repreſenta- [ 
tion we: ſhould rather allow rwo Sanbal. 1 
lats, than accuſe him of a Miſtake or 
Falſification, as Dr. Prideaux hath ſuf- YF' # 
ficiently proved Both upon him. The t 
late Mr. Jas Dale, a very zealous Ene- 4 
my of Falſhoods and Impoſtures, has 0 
charged that Hiſtorian with Untruths, I b 
and alſo in the ſame Diſſertation chal- I f 
lenged a great many Fables of Foſephus *. 0 
m 
B. 
Pe 
ac 
v 
0 
w 


Some others likewiſe ha ve a ffir med, that 
we ought to put amongſt the Number of 
theſe Fables, what that Hiſtorian has ſaid 
of the Manner in which 'A/exander re- 
ceived Zaddua; as the late Learned Dr. 
Hudſon particularly obſerved, in a ſhort 
Note Which he made upon that Paſſage 
of Zoſepbus. |. [Lf £49 282.00 
He is of opinion, nevertheleſs, that 
Bali, in the gth Chapter of his XIth 
ook, has an Alluſion to this Story in the 
following Words: Tunc 172 Syriam pro- 
ci ſcitun, ubi obuios, cum infulis, multos 
Orientis Reges habuit : He then mar- 
ched into Syria, ' where he was met by 
many Eaſtern Princes, with Mitres on 
their Heads. But then Faddua was no 
King of the Zezws.. It is likewiſe oblery*d 


na. 
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* — — of Van Dale's Diſſertation on Ariſteas, con- 
cerning the Scverty Interpreters, printed in to. M. DCC. v· = 
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— 
by«Foſephus, that the Kings of Syria alſo 
ker a bout Alerander. But the Kings 
ſeem more probably to have been the Sa- 
trap, or Great Commanding Officers, 
than real Kings; for Syria had been for 

a conſiderable Time under the ſuriſdict ion 
of Perſia What the Latinus underſtand 
„ by Inula, was an Ornament worn by 
I ſuch as ſurrendred themſelves, and asked 
Quarter, or ſued for Fa vour; as the Com- 
t | mentators: an Juſtis have explained it. 
But Jaduua, according to Foſephus, ap- 
4 4 peared in his Sacerdotal Veſtments; and 
„ adorned with his Tiara, in the Front 
whereof was inſcribed, Holineſs to the 
Creator a: ſufficient Teſtimony that he 
was conſecrated to Gdvꝓt.. 
Under the Lear 330, Mr. Driebergh 
very happily diſcovers the proper Name 
of the Metropolis of Per/7a, not to have 
been Pot ſapolis, which is of Greek Deri- 
vation, but ni, as he proves by a num- 
ber of Authorities. I conjectured in the 
ath-\ Impreſſion of my Criticiſus, pub- 
lihed in MDC CxII ,, that the true Name 
of this City was Fars-abag, or Pars- 
abad, according to Monſieur Chardin'; 
becauſe theſe Words in the Perſiam Lan- 
guage fignity the Habitation of the Per- 
aur: and it might very well happen, 


* 


t Waden dgainſt Dr. Benthy, © | 00 £1793 
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( 
' char, by Contraftion, 'the Greeks ſpplied 
ir wick the Word L without adding 
che laſt Word ; becauſe the Perſtans them 
ſelves calld it Furs, or Pars, à Word 
that ſignifies the Nation or Country of the 
Perfians. He afterwards | that 
t Curtiut Was much in the 
for faying, that Alexander: buint thac 
3 
t er Kings w o de 'd, 
as Sabo and Jy ke affirm; as hkewiſc 
that it is evident that this City was in 
Being, even after the Death of A4fexinder. 
Which laſt Remark: of this Author well 
deſerves our ſtricteſt Attention. 
Under the Three Hundredth Lear be- 
fore CHRIST, we'find a Remark: upon 
the Changes that 4/exander's Conqueſts 
in Aa caus d there, with regard to che 
Cnies chat the Mucedorians built there, 
ia divers Provinces, and to the Religion 
and dhe Ercole, which they introduced 
in thoſe Furts. Hence it is, that we 
find to this day Inſcriptions in Ereeꝶ of un 
very great Ant iqumy, in choſe. Countries ¶ bu 
where the Greet Tongue was never in en 
Uſt among the Inhabitants. | bf 
Uader the Year 293, e eie Pre 
a Remark which relates to that Paſſage, I reg; 
where Mr. Drieberghthewsthar S lenciu, N wh. 
built on the Tigris... by Seleucus Nicator, 


was one of the Cauſes af i, Decay and 
3 Ruin | 


&.* 


oo (59 
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d as it really after- 

s day 18. But we 
are not to take the Threats of that Pro- 
phet, in ſuch Senſe, as if that extreme 
Deſolation was to have been accompliſh- 
ed in a very ſhort Period of Time. The 
Destruction of this famous City began 
under the Governmęnt of the Perſians, 
but it was ſtill ig” Dei under the Se- 


leucide, till th Lime has. it was as ab- 


ae"; demoli{lfd, as it is at this Hour. 
Predictions of Prop are not to be 


regarded as Chronological Hiſtories of 
what ſhall happen, in which the Detail 


1 See Connection, Book VIII. pag. 568. _ 


of 


BRAS 
of every Cireumſtance is td be found} 
according to its Order ig Time, and the 
immediate * mes and Connection 'of 
all its Parts. For want of conſider 
this Point riphttly, an the Words of the 3 
iets have been often erroneouſiy ex- 

lain'd. Some Remarks are likewiſe to 
be made in Dr. Prideaux's remaining 
Books, as of Babylon and Seleucta exiſting 
at One and the fame Time; upon whit 
Subject Fſhall here TY *J Stop or He. 
N N nen 2073. d- een 
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NW the Second Part of the Nine- 
& HW teenth Volume of his Biblio- 
Lal 8 . 


= que Ancienne G Moderne, 


* 
* 
F 


tor the Year 1723, gives us an Account 
that Monſieur Driehergue bas Publi- 
ſhed at Leyden, the Second Volume of 
his Tranſlation of Dean Prideaux's Cox- 
(ECTLON, Gc. . 


* 


K From 


we ſhall give ſome farther Examples off: 


with that of Heliopolis, as Monſieur de l 
ſhe was. 9 As all that was faid of tho 


' Verſion of Lucian s Works, by ſeveral Hands, 


Hierapclis, How that in their Country, there was 
great Pit made, which received all the Water 


From whence, ſays Monfreur Le Clerc . 


that Gentleman's Notes upon this Work. na 

I. Under the Year Two Hundred Eightyſor 
Six, befors the Birth of ' Chriſt, Monſieuſve 
DE gives an Account of the Foun I 
dation of the Temple of Hierapolis which 
was Built by SrRATONMICCx. . 

This Hiſtory is taken out of the Tract 
the Syrian Goppzss, which is to be found 
among the Works of Lacian. The 
real Name of this Goddeſs was neve 
known, notwithſtanding her Temple ſoolf 
became one of the moſt famous and mo 
frequented 'T emples of the whole Eg 
It muſt, by no Means, be confounde 


Roque t has very plainly demonſtrated. 

Lucian in that Tract of the Syrian Gor 
Dkss, acknowledges, that he is wholly ig 
norant which ot the Grecian. Divinitit 


Doi tie. 
EEE TL — — — a — — — we a 2 | 
* This Viece, Of the an GopDxss: Being Wo 


Account of the Temple, and Religious CeremonieWFir: 
of the City of Hierapolis in Syria. Is excellent 


Tranſlated by Charles Blount, Eſq, in the Hug 
in 100 


Vol. 8vo. See Vol I. page 244. 
+ See, Voyage de Syrie. Printed at Paris 1722 
6 There is a wonderful Story related by thoſe « 


Wat 


* 


1 — 


ere Delli, was, generally ſpeaking, no other 
chan Fables and Inventions of Poets, or the 
„ Fnaviſh Tricks of their Prieſts, it muſt be 
zhtyfrondered at if they could not bring their 
heufeveral ve Ideas to a Reconciliation. 
dun II. Under the Yegr Two Hundred Eigh- 
hic Four, before (Mi, Dean Prideaux 
ves the following Account by what 
& dipeans Pralomy Philadelpbus, obtained 
zune Statue of Sarapis, or Serapis of the 
TheIz-oprans,. (upon the Pontus-Euxinus , 
eveſſs Black-Sea) and canſed it to be ſet up in 
ſoot flexandria in 4 28 

mol © + While Pro _—— of that Name 


a that Reigned in Egypt, was buſying him- 
ndet | K 2 <« ſelf 
1e h — ——— — _ — 


d. | 

Jop whereupon Deucalion erefted Altars, and built a 
Jlrempie 3 the ſame Pit, in Honour of 
ene: But o ſay, that SXEMIKAMIS 
471efot Babylon erected this Temple to her Mother 
tho bzxczro. There is alſo another Sacred Story, 
LE. nat the Goddeſs is Ruza, and the Temple the 
el work of Arris: But that which beſt Satisfies me, 
Lucia, is the Relation of the Greeks, who 
hink the Goddeſs to be Juxo, and the Temple the 
ing Work of Baccavs. But it is related, That the 
nonWEFirſt and moſt ancient Temple, is not the fame 
lent with that which is there at preſent; but that the 
Eng/preſent Temple was Built, purſuant to the Com- 
n Toolnand of Juxo to her in a Dream, by SrRATONICE 
ite to the King of Aria, with whom her Son 
172% Law fell in Love. See Lucian. | 

ole It Tacitus Hiſtor. lib, 4. cap. 83, 84. Plutarchus 


a wo Tide & Oforide. Clemens Alexandi inus in Protrep- 
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_ ſelf in fortifying Alexdndria. with it 
* Walls, and adorning it with Temples 

c and other publick Buildings, there ar 
<< peared to him in a Viſion of the Night 
* a young Man of great Beauty, and more 
than an human Shape; and Commanded 
ce him to ſend to Pontus, and fetch fro 
ce thence his Image to Alexandria, pro 
ce miling him, that his doing this, ſhould 
© make that City famous and happy, and 
bring great Proſperity to his whole King“ 
© dom, and then, on bis ſaying this, a!“ 
© cended up into Heaven in a bright flamgJ© | 
ce of Fire out of his Sight. Prolemy be!“ 
* ing much troubled hereat, called toge ]“ 
ce ther the Egyptian Prieſts to adviſe with | 
*© them about it; but they being wholly 
6 Ignorant of Pontus, and all other Fol“ 
„ teign Countries, could give him no an“ 
ce ſwer 5 Matter; where. « 
* conſulting one Timotheus an Atheniaſ 
«© then at Alexandria, he learnt from him 
that in Pontus there was a City calleq; t 
i 
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* $inope, not far from which was a Temp“ 

«© of Jupiter, which had his Image in itF* i 
«< with another Image of a Woman, ſtand: 
ing by it, that was taken to be Proper 
e pina. But after a while, other Matte 
<< putting this out of Prolemys Head, { 


c 


9 


that he thought no more of it, the Vi 
ſion appeared to him again in a more te! 
*© rible Manner, and threatned Deſtructio 


ll 


e 


to him and his Kingdom, if his Com- 
“* mands were not obeyed; with which 
ap“ Prolemy being much terrified, immediate- 
ght“ ly ſent away Ambaſladors to the King 
Jord“ of Sinope to obtain the Image. They 
ded“ being ordered in their way to conſult 
rom Apollo at Delphos, were Commanded 
pro“ by him to bring away the Image of his 
2uldJ< Father, but to leave that of his Siſter. 
andi“ Whereon they proceeded to Sinope, there 
ing“ to Execute their Commiſſion in the Man- 
a“ ner as directed by the Oracle. But nei- 
amd“ ther they with all their Sollicitations, 
be] “ Gifts; and Preſents; nor other Ambaſſa- 
oge “ dors, that were ſent after them with 
with“ greater Gifts, could obtain what they 
oll< were ſent thither for, till this laſt Year. 
Fol“ But then the People of Sinope being 
* Grievouſly oppreſled by a Famine, were 
content on Protemy's relieving them with 
*. Fleet of Corn, to part with their God 
* for it, which they could not be induced 

© to do before. And fo the Image was 
brought to Alexandria, and there ſet up 
* in one of the Suburbs of that City called 
l Rhacotis, where it was Worſhipped by 
the Name of Serapis, and this new God 
had in that Place, a while after, a very 
famous Temple erected to him called the 
FSerepeum And this was the firſt time, 
that this Deity was either Worſhipped 
of” or known in Egypt; and therefore it 
ö * _ * could 
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* Ancienter among them; and muſt alſo 
Foreign Country. Some of the Ancients 
wo had this Conceit, as Julius 

all the Reaſon they give for it is, that 


© with which he Purchaſed this God of 


Le could not be the Patriarch Job, that ft 


« was Worſhipped by this Name, as uf 


e ſome would have it. For had it been Ii. 


© he, that was meant thereby, this Piece h 
* of: Idolatry. muſt have been much more {Bn 


< have had its Original in Egypr it ſelf, 
© and not been introduced thither from a 


« Firmicus, + Ruffinus and others, but 


 Serapis was uſually ented by an 
1 — with a Buſhel on Fond, which 
«© they think denoted the Buſhel where- 
© with 7oſeph Meaſured out to the Eg yp- 
© tians his Corn in the time of Famine, 
© whereas it might as well denote the 
© Buſhel with which Prolemy meaſured pr 
* out to the People of .Sinope the Corn, 


Upon this P Mr. Driabergus 
Remarks, That there is abundance of Pro- 
bability, that Prolomy gave an ian 
Name to an Aſian Divinity, which in 4fa Þ 


went under another Denomination, this he g 
| did 
3 es . 
3 TI a 

In Libro de Errore Prophanarum Religionum. 1 

7} Hiſtor. lib. 2. cap. 23. $ See ConNECTION Vol. * 


2. Part 1, 8vo. page 11, 12. 


lid purely to humour the /Zgyprians. 'He 
ſuſpe&s this Deity to have been Mſcula- 
Mus, who was the God of Phyfick, and 
Sarapis was the ſame among the ans. 
Bat it feems ſtill more probable, that Sa- 

is was an ancient /Zgyprian. Divinity, 
Eran Jobn Foſſius believed him — 
be, and has even proved, in Contradictiom 
to Foſeph Scaliger, in his Firſt Book of 
the Pagan Theology, Chap. XXIX. 

The Name of this Deity ſignifies Domi- 
ns Bor, in Hebrew TT» Shaar Abir ; 
or Apis and Sarapis was but one and the 
ſame Cod, and Apis is always 
nder the Figure of a Calf. 'Thoſe who 
deduce this Name from the Greek Word 
&. which ſignifies u Bier or Coffin, and 
e Name 4ps, as Dean Prideaux does, 
e not very happy at Erymolbgi ging, nor 
an they ever produce proper Names, half 
Lgyptian and half Greek. It was a Di- 
nity of the ancient Ægpypti aus, whatever 
Tacitus and his Followers may have ſaid 
o the contrary. 1 
But notwithſtanding Dean Pridaaum 
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a ys, It's certain Serapis was not Ori- 
s he ginally an Mgyptian Deity anciently 
did Worſhipped in that Country, but was 


an adventitious God brought thither from 
abroad about the Time which we now 
Treat of. The Dean adds, that the an- 
cient Place of his Station Polybius tells 

| Sus 
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© us (ib. 4. p. 307.) was on the Coaſt e 
< the 2 — on the THracian id 
& over-againſt Hierus, and that their 73 
< ſon, when) he went on the Argonautich 
60 Expedition Sacrificed unto him, Vet 
ah my Opinion, Mr. Driebergue is alſt 
very much in the Right, in ſaying, That 
a certain Temple in Thrace, which wat fl 
called Serapeion, becauſe it was Conor, 
ſecrated to the God Serapis, could, byfat 
no Means, have been ſo Named fron * 
the Time of Jaſon, and that that Herd" 
did not Sacrifice to that Deity, as i Fen 
pretended to be prov'd from a Pallage of 
Polybinus,' who as no ſuch Thing, bu. 
only, That Jaſon offered up a Sacrifice td" 
the Tbs Gods in a certain Place upogs t 
the Aſian Coaſt, oppolite to the Sera apc it 
of: Thrace ;. which he mentions. purely tinte 
mark the Situation of the Spot of Groung##/ 
where he made his Sacrifice, as M. Dri al 
 bergue very clearly Demonſtrates. T 0 
AAgyptian Divinities, in thoſe remote Agel 
were intirely unknown out of Ægypt. 2 1 
He farther obſerves, and with DDundant ays 
of Reaſon, That, in the Time of Alexan oY 
der the Great, there could not poſſibiſſhe 
have been a Serapeion. at Babylon, noſ Hor 
withſtanding Plutarch and Arrian ha at 
affirmed it, as having Read in the Ephem Bair 
rides of the Reign of that Monarch, Ihe 
© When he . Sick in that City, ſon} 5 
Ji | _ 
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100 * of his Friends went to paſs the Night 
2 * in the Serapeipn, to make a Tryal whe- 
F* ther, or no Serapis would not reveal to 
etl them ſome Remedy for the Cure of 
116 their Sovereign. 1 
hal Theſe Epgemerides Mr. Drizbergue 
wallluſpects to have been Falſe and Imaginary, 
on Pr, at leaſt, Corrupted by ſome Body. I 
byather believe, That there was a Temple 
ont Babylon, Conſecrated to ſome Baby/c- 
er $174n Deity, which was called by a difie- 
ent Name, but, that the Macedonians 
> offvrongly infagin'd it to be the ſame with 
rapis, becauſe it was put to the ſame Uſe, 
> tend, as they ſuppoſed, had the ſame Virtues * 
pores this Serapis had among the /fgyprians: 
Mt was after 'this Manner that the Greets 
y. if terpreted the Name of Belus, a Baby- 
Funda Divinity, by the Word Zeus, or 
ri upiter. This Temple at Babylon was 
ThPaly call d Serapeion, in Conſequence, to, 
\ coofÞ* Macedontan Interpretation; Inter pre- 
Fatiane Maredonicd. So it is that Tacitus 
lanchays, That the ancient Sueges made Men- 
1001. of Caſtor and Pollux, according to 
Abbe Roman Interpretation; in his Book de 
no Mori haus Germanorum, Chap. xliii: So 
haihat it is no wiſe Neceſlary to exclaim 
ben sainſt the Falſity of the Epbemerides of 
Thilexander. OT » 
ſont Serapis was an ancient Deity of the 
« GE yptians, and ! nown there long 1.4 
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fore the Time of Alexander the Great, 
whatever the Opinion of Tacitus might. be. 
If it was true that Prolomy caus d the Sta- 
tne of a Cd to be Tranſported from Sinope ¶ li 
to /Xgypt, and that he gave it the Name I vi 
of Seraptis, this muſt likewiſe be only, In- 
terpretatione /Egyptia : But this Hiſtory 2 
of Tacitus is no other than a mere Ro- 
mantick Fiction, as every one that has 

Read it, muſt needs acknowledge. 
III. Under the Year One Hundred Sixty 
Four, before the Birth of Chriſt, — 5 

Pridenux ſays, & That the City of Eh- 

mai in Perfia was tly renowned 
for its Riches both of Gold and Silver, 
and that there was in it a TzwoyLz off: 
Diana, in which was vaſt Treaſure.” ff. 
Mr. Driebereue believes, that Helam, 
which the Cree have Tranſlated Elymaig, 
was the Name of a Conntry and not of a 
City, and he is in the Right. Perhaps, 

among the Perſians; this Province was 

call'd Elyma, whereof the Greeks have 
form'd FElymais, purely to give a Greet 
Termination to that Barbarons Word. If 
believe, alſo, that, in Sephanus Byzanti- 
7115, we ought to Read, not E/ymai; bu 
© Elymais, a Province of the Afſyrians, 
SARS Bordering f. 
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* 1 Aﬀeccab. vi. 1, 2. Cc. We | — 
F See, Con NRC TION. Vol. it. Part r. 80. Pag 
200. B. 111. | a l 
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r, 1“ Bordering upon Peꝶſa, and not far from 
e. © Sufrana. The Inhabitants are call'd 
a- | © Ehymeans.” And after this Manner, 
pe likewiſe, Thebais is the Name of a Pro- 
ne vince, or Country, in the Higher Ag ypt. _ 1 
u- IV. Under the Year One Hundred Thir- 
ry Ity Nine, before the Birth of Chriſt, Dean 
.o- | Prideaux ſays, © That Simon being inſta- 
aas“ led in the Soveraign Command of Ju- 
.. |< Ata, by the general Conſent of all that 
xty | © Nation, thought it would be of great 
an | © Advantage to him for his firmer E- 
V- ſtcabliſhment in it, to get himſelf acknow- 

* ledged, what they had made him, by 
er, “ the Romans, and to haye all their for- 
off“ mer Leagues and Alliances renewed 
e. “ with him under the Stile and Title, 
am, which he then bore of High- Prieſt and 
416, Prince of the Je. And therefore 
F all © he ſent an Embaſſy ta them for this 
*, Purpoſe, with a Preſent of a large 
* Shield of Gold, weighing a Thouſand 
* Mine, wificit according to the loweſt 

Computation of an Autic Mina amoun- 
"INF ted: to the Value of Fifty Thouſand 
Pound of. our. preſent Sterling Money. 
Both the Preſent, and the Embaſly, were 
very acceptable to the Senate, and there- 
fore they not only renewed. their League 
2 - * and 
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* and Alliance wit Symon and his People 
F in the manner he defired, but alfo or- 
* dered, that Lucius Cornelius Piſo one 
<'of the Conſuls ſhould write Letters to 
* Prolomy King of Egypt, Attalns King 
* of Pergamus, Ariaratbes King of Cap- 
* padocia, Demetrius King of Syria, 
* and Mithridates King of Bash, and 
<' to all the Cities and States of Greece, 
s leſſer Aa, and the Ifles, that were then 
* in Alliance with them, to let them 
* know, that the Jets were their Friends 
* and Allies, and that therefore they ſhould 
* not attempt any thing to their Damage, 
ce or- Protect any Traytors or Fugitives o 
ce that Nation againſt them, but ſhould de- 
© liver up to Simon the High- Prieſt, andi w 
© Prince of the Fewws, all ſuch Traytors l &: 
and Fugitives, as ſhould flee unto them, R 
© whenever demanded by him 
Upon this Paſſage Mr. Drzebergne very t 
reaſonably Conjectures, That the Jeu de- 2 
manded ſuch Recommendatory Letters ffom « 
the Romans, with no other View than toll © 
Eſtabliſh a Commerce with the People 
there Spoken of, In Effect, the People of 
Delos, who are mentioned to have carried. 
on a very conſiderable Trade, as appear 
by Strabo and Paufanias, whom Mr 
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he 


Driebergne quotes 
or- This ſtill appears to this Day by ſome an- 
one} cient Inſcriptions, which Teſtify, that the 
to Tyrians, who were in thoſe Times the 
ing 
ap- 
14, 
and 


there, as we ſay in Holland, both Maga» 
zines and a Comptoir. This we may more 
nies ſee by a very remarkable In- 
Ee, ion given us by the late Dr. Son, in 
hen iſcellanea Erudite Antiquitatis,Se&. 
Iem 2 Numb. 70. Mr. Driebergue, likewiſe 
nds takes Notice of ſeveral other Decrees which 
uldi the Romans made in Favour of the Ferps, 
ef and of the Lenity with which they Suffer'd 
5 0 
de- gion; which Example he ſays, the Zezws 
and} would never have follow'd, had they had the 
tors} ſame Superiority over the Romans as the 
em, Romans had over them. 


ery 
de- 


Six, before the Birth of Chriſt, Dean 
Pr dedux ſays, The Wars which fol- 


rom“ „ lowed Fond the Death of Alexander a- 


1 to — mong thoſe that Succeeded him, had in 
oplel © a manner extinguiſhed Learning in all 
e Off © thoſe Parts; and it would have gone nigh 
ried © to have been utterly loſt amidſt the Ca- 


ears * lamities of thoſe Times, But that it found 


Mr. © a Support under the Patronage of the 
Thi & * Prolemies at Alexandria.” + 


— 


upon this Occaſion. 


greateſt Traders in the Me#iterranean had 


the publick Profeſſion of the Jerpiſb Reli- 


V. Under the Vear One Hundred = 


4 , LY -.. 
3.1. i 1188 — Vol. 2. Port 1. 8vo. p. 294. B. IV. 


It has been thought, that that Loſs was 1 
i occaſion d by the continual Wars, which F- j 
the Succeſſors of Alexander had between 
themſelves, from the Time of his Deceaſe: 
But Mr.-Driebergue is not of that Opinion, 
He believes, that it proceeded from the A- 
verſion the Philoſophers of thoſe Times 
(ſuch as thg Epicureans, and the Stoicks 
who deſpis d all Eloquence) had for Learn- 
ing and Sciences; and upon this. Subject 
he refers his Readers to ſeveral Paſlages 
in the ancient Authors whom he quotes. 
He alſo, makes it appear, That the Kings of 
Ae ypt, being mighty Encouragers of all 
manner of elegant Literature, invited a 
great Number of the moſt learned and in- 
genious Men to | Alexandria, and that in 
Proceſs of . Time, Learning and Sciences 
were Spread over all Greece and even in 
1taly, where the Romans began to have a 
'Taſte for thoſe Things. - ES. 
VI. Under the ſame Year, One Hun- 
dred Thirty Six, before the Birth of CBriſt, 
Dean Pfideaux ſays, © When the Profpe- 
_ © rity of the Romans and the great 
Wealth obtained thereby, became tho 
© Occaſion that they degenerated. into 
Luxury and Corruption of Manners, 
they drew Decay and Ruin as faſt upon 
* them; as they had before Victory 6 
WH © and Proſperity, till at length they were 
b . Sa e 
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| aridone'by- it. So that. the Poet * ſaid 
juſtly of them. 5 e l 


ux vy came on, more cruel than our Arms; 


e canquiſb d World revenging -with its 


[ Charms. 


© When the Ambaſſadors had taken a 
* full View of Alexandria, and the State 
* of Affairs in that City, f they Sailed up 
the Nile to ſee, Memphis, and other 
Parts of Eg ypt ; whereby having tho- 
roughly Wed themſelves of the 9 
great Number of Cities, and the vaſt 
Multitude of Inhabitants that were in 
that Country, and alſo of the Strength 
of its Situation, the Fertility of its Soil, 
* and the many other Excellencies and 
* Advantages of it, he obſerved it to be a 
* Country, that wanted nothing for . its ' 
being made a very potent and formida- 
ble Kingdom, but a Prince of Capacity 
and Application ſufficient to form it 
thereto. F . > 
= Diodorus 
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* — Szvior Armis Luxuria incubuit 
Victumqʒ ulciſcitur Orbem. Juv.” 

f Diodorus Sic. Legat. 32. 8 
Egypt in rhe Trine of Ptolomy Philadelphus had 
wit 33, 339 Citics Theocrit. 74%“. 1). (The Works 
f Theocrirus, are admirably Tranſlated into Engliſh 
Mr. Creech. Printed ſer E. Curll in the 1 
Izmo.) 4 Se Connect. ut ſupra. p. 296. B. IV. 
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were but Three Thouſand Cities in Eg yp: 
which indeed, is much more probable, I 
is true that Sir Jobn Mar/bam believes 
that in Diodorus Siculus, inſtead of Three. 
Thoùſand, we ſhould read Thirty Thou 
ſand; but, in Effect, he contradicts that 
Hiſtorian; Who does not pretend to ſay 
that, in his Time, the Ag yp!14an Natio 
was increaſed in Numbers, but rather di 
miniſh'd. It is not to be ſuppos d, that the 
Anhabitants of a Country are continually 
increaſing; ſo that we ought to Judge that 
as the Time advances, humane Species are 
inereaſing throughout the Univerſe; if we 
imagine ſo, we thould find our ſelves groſſy 
miſtaken. ' For, in Effect, Peſtilences, Epi 
demical Diſeaſes, and Wars may deſtroy 
infinite Numbers of People, and the 'Tyran 
'ny of Sovereign Princes, may oblige the 
4 Inhabitants of a Country to abandon it, 
aud to retire into another, where they think 
& they can live unmoleſted; and free from 
4 ' Perſecution, | | 
bh VII. Unger the Year One Hundred 
Twenty Four, before Chriſt, Mr. Drie 
bergue plainly demonſtrates, That, there is 
a great Appearance, that the Seven Per 
ſian Lords, who expelid the Magi, Gy 
FP ccc Ä 
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* Vide, Canon Chroricus Egyptiacus, Fol. 


chy among themſelves, ' 
Armenia, Pontus, and Cappadocia pre- 
tended to claim their Deſcent. from Three 
of thoſe Lords. A Paſlage is to be met 
with in Plato, where he ſeems to intimate 
that each of thoſe noble Perſoyapes had his 
Share in the Dividend: But not a Word of 
it is to be found in the Life of Darius tho 
108 Son of Hyftaſpes, and in Effect, it muſt be 
di acknowledg'd, that the ancient Hiſtorians 
ng are very imperfect in this particular!“ 
VIII. Under the Year Eighty Five, be- 
fore Chriſt, Mr. Driebergue Remarks, 


concealed in a Vault by his Exegptors, 
were to all Appearance, for Fear of thoſe 
Princes, who were making Collections of 
Books to fill their Libraries, leaſt they 
ſhould force thoſe valuable Manuſcripts 
from them. Let, never the more for that, 


muſt it be ſappoſed that there were none 


of his Diſciples were poſſeſſed of his Exore- 


Work he Communicated to all without 
*. See Cunnelt. ut ſupra. p. 316. B. v. 
t Ibid. ut ſup. 39. B. VI. 
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ded, in ſome Meaſure, the Perſfun Monar- 
The Kings of 


that the Books of Ariſtotle, which were 


of Ari/totle's Works common in the Hands 
of the Publick. It is not crediblę that none 


ricks (Lectures upon Rhetorick) which 
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* 6 
contrary to the Sentiments of Chro- Þ < 
nologiſts, it is aſſirmed, That there was no 
King who Reigned in Eg ypt between Pro- 
This Particular ought to be very carefully 
looked into by the Dean, and examined, I << 
becauſe two ſeveral Princes are ſuppoſed to *< 
have intervened. . „ 

X. Under the Year Sixty Five, before < 
Chriſt, Dean - Prideaux aſlerts; K That 6 
the latter Ant iochus, King of Syria, who, Y< 
was dethroned by Pompey, was; by no ©: 
Means, the ſame who Reigned afterwards 
in CH magena, Which Province Pompey 
left him, after he had deſpoiled him of 
all the reſt of 1 His Dominions. 2 But the 
Learned are of a different Opinion; and 
Mr. Driebergue makes it appear, at leaſt I 
think he does, that they are in the Right, 
and that the Kings of Comagena were 
deſcended from the antient Kings of Sia. f 

XI. Under the Vear Sixty Three, before 
Chrift, the Dean gives an Account, that, 
©. afloon as the Romans had made them- 
<« ſelves Maſters of the Temple of Feru- 
« {alem, Pompey with ſeveral others of 
the chief Commanders of the Army ac- 
*-companying him went up into it, and 

not 
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*I bid. ut ſup. p. 396, B. Ibid. Dee 
T Ibid. ut ſupra, p. 421. B. Ibid.  - » -. 
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ft contenting themſelves with viewing 
the outer Courts, cauſed the moſt ſa- 
© cred Parts of the Temple it ſelf to be 
« opened unto them, and entered not only 
& into the Haly: Place, but alſo into the 
* Holy of Hohes, where none were per- 
* mitted by their Leave to enter, but the 
High- Prieſt only once in. a Vear,- on their 
« great Day of Expiation ; which was a 
FProfanation offered this Holy Place, and 
* the Religion, whereby God was there 
Worſhipped, which the Ferws were ex- 
© ceedingly Grieved at, and moſt grie- 
<-youſly Reſented beyond all elſe, that 
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cc. they ſuffered in this War. Hitherto 


* Pampey had found wonderful ſucceſꝭ in 

C all his undertakings, fays Dean Prideaux, 

but in this Act it all ended. For hereby 
having drawn God's Curſe upon him, he 
at; “ never Profpered after.” This, over the 


re Pet, was thelaſt of his Victories. t 


Mr. Driebergne does not believe that 
Fompey, by the Sight only of that Holy- 


Place could have incenſed the Supreme 

m- Pivinity againſt. him to. ſo high a degree, 

Xs W-2 | {ince,” 
| 29% 6 t mg. Y * n 

er ee Bal yon” wrong 


Joſe hus. Antiq. lib. 14. cap. 8. and De Bello 
udaico lib, x. cap. 5. Lucius Florus. lib. 3. Cap. 5. 


Tacitus Hiſtoriarum. lib. 
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4 ſince, as the Dean aoknowlec ges, no © NE 
Wl * found in the Treaſuries of the Temple 
© Two Thouſand Talents in Money, be- 
e ſides its Utenſils, and other things of a 
s great Value there laid up, yet he touch- 
ed nothing of all this, but left it all there 
entire for the ſacred Uſes to which it was 
* devoted, without the leaſt diminution of 
* atifparss.: 19t Ho G 
Had he ſays Mr. Driebergue, made any 
Attempts upon the Privileges or Functions 
of the Prięſtbood ſomething might have 
been objected againſt him. Had he Pilla- 
ged or Spoiled the Temple, he might then 
have been accuſed of the worſt of Robbe- 
rieg, a deteſtable Sacrilege. 'Tho' he did 
not even attempt it. But on the contrary 
as the Dean owns, © the next Day after 
* ordered the Temple to be cleanſed, and 
the Divine Service to be there again car- 
< ried on in the fame manner as formerly. 
* However, adds Dean Prideanx this did 
© not expiate for his Prophanation of God's] 
Holy Temple, and the Impiety which] 
E he had made himſelf Gale of there- 
ce b 20.6 > =” * 
But Mr. Driebergue makes it fully ap- 
pear, that Pompey had ſufficiently ws 
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and perſecuted the Jews in pe 1... 
5 : ſeveral . 
Reſpects, for which he — r- with much 


4's 
greater Reaſon, be cenſired 

- having a Curioſity to ſes the = 5th 

” Ange of the Temple, and wherein there 

e 7s nothing ar all, * 
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